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3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia  
for an Integral Green Europe 

on the Platform of the Conference on the Future of Europe1 
(Posted by Dr. Darja Piciga) 

 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: A More Holistic Approach to Sustainable 
Development is Urgently Needed2 (10/09/2021) 
 
Well-being for all while taking into account planetary boundaries is a broadly accepted vision for 
Europe. In other words, achieving the 17 SDGs and 169 targets of the 2030 Agenda for Sustain. 
Develop. through bringing together economic, social, and environmental considerations in mutually 
reinforcing ways.  
 
However, the recent reports at various levels alert that several SDGs are not being achieved, despite 
widespread environmental policy efforts. Among them, GEO-6, the 6th Global Environment Outlook 
concludes that the overall condition of the global environment has continued to deteriorate 
particularly due to unsustainable production and consumption patterns in most countries, and climate 
change. The European report SOER 2020 sums up that Europe continues to consume more resources 
and contribute more to environmental degradation than other world regions. 
 
Isolated actions and policies, focused on individual goals and targets, cannot make a decisive 
contribution to successfully facing the whole complex web of global challenges. A new, integrative 
conceptual framework and process to bring forth very holistic practical solutions in the 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda is therefore urgently needed. In 90 days, with 3x30 posts to 
citizens of Slovenia, Europe, and the World (one idea each day), the Integral Green Slovenia 
Initiative will propose such a conceptual framework and process, celebrating 30 years of 
independence of Slovenia. 
 
http://integralna-zelena-slovenija.si/en/ 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 2. The Integral Worlds Approach for a 
Sustainable Vision of Europe, for an Integral Green Europe (11/09/2021)  
 
The INTEGRAL WORLDS approach is a conceptual framework and process, geared to holistically 
and in a transformative way address the burning issues of our time. Developed by Ronnie Lessem 
and Alexander Schieffer, TRANS4M Center for Integral Development, it is based on some 20 years 
of researching of cutting-edge theories and advanced best practices to sustainable development. It 
emphasizes dynamic balance among the centre and four mutually reinforcing dimensions: Nature & 
Community (South), Culture & Consciousness / Spirituality (East), Science & Knowledge (North) 
and Economy & Enterprise (West). Integral Worlds serves to address imbalances – within an 
individual, organisation, community and society, but also within specific fields, such as economics, 
enterprise, or human development at large.  

 
1 https://futureu.europa.eu/?locale=en, Topic 'Other Ideas' - Transversal and cross-cutting issues.  
The links to all posts and additional information are available on the Integral Green Slovenia website: 
http://integralna-zelena-slovenija.si/en/ig-europe/.  
2 Hyperlinks to the posts on the Conference platform are embedded into the titles. In the texts, links are 
displayed in full, in blue.  

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/90257?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/90257?locale=sl&order=recent
http://integralna-zelena-slovenija.si/en/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/90817?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/90817?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/?locale=en
http://integralna-zelena-slovenija.si/en/ig-europe/
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In Slovenia we have valuable experiences and knowledge with integral conceptual framework and 
we are pioneers in integrating them into a comprehensive national model – the Integral Green 
Slovenia. The proposal for an INTEGRAL GREEN EUROPE builds on this model: with the Integral 
Worlds approach, we smartly connect the many EU potentials for sustainable development (smart 
integration) to follow the basic vision of well-being for all while respecting the limitations of our 
planet. This vision is reflected in operational goals for all four “integral worlds”.  
 
https://www.irdo.si/irdo2021ref/referati/01-p01-piciga.pdf 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 3. The Fusion of Movements of Integrality 
and Sustainability for an Integral Green Europe (12/09/2021) 
 
Awareness of humankind’s urgent need for more integrated/holistic approaches to master 
increasingly complex global and local challenges, overcome the conventional “silo” thinking and 
doing, is growing in the context of sustainable development debates and policy planning. (3x30/01, 
10.9.2021) 
 
On the other hand, an “Integral Age” is emerging, largely unconnected to the global sustainability 
movement framed by institutional UN processes. A number of integral approaches, many originating 
in Europe, helped shift the global perspective to a more integral view over the past 200 years – by 
e.g. Vladimir Solovyov, Henri Bergson, Alfred North Whitehead, Sri Aurobindo, Teilhard de 
Chardin, Jean Gebser, Jürgen Habermas, Rudolf Steiner. More recently we can observe a significant 
impact of US based Ken Wilber’s integral approach, Don Beck’s Spiral Dynamics, Ervin Laszlo’s 
holistic consciousness, Trans4m’s Integral Worlds approach, etc. Their shared key feature, mostly, is 
propagating a new evolutionary level of human consciousness, enabling humanity to transcend 
fragmented, isolated perspectives toward an integrative one, including all earlier levels.  
 
In a unique approach to fuse and upgrade the two movements - sustainability and integrality, the 
Trans4m Center and Integral Green Slovenia Initiative are proposing a new conceptual framework 
for creating a model of an Integral Green Europe. (3x30/02, 11.9.2021) 
 
https://www.irdo.si/irdo2021ref/referati/01-p01-piciga.pdf 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 4. Engaging with Diversity of Cultural 
Lenses is Crucial for a Holistic Approach to Integral Green Europe (13/09/2021) 
 
According to Lessem & Schieffer, the Integral Worlds approach is designed to generate interaction 
between the four worlds/realms (3x30/02, 11.9.2021) that are closely aligned with the four reality 
perspectives (RP). These different interpretations of the world through different individual and 
collective lenses that humanity has developed throughout historical time, and spread across 
geographical space, are defined as:  
• The ‘southern’ RP: views the world primarily through relationships; that includes our relationship 
to nature (including our inner nature) and to other human beings and the community we are building 
with them.  

https://www.irdo.si/irdo2021ref/referati/01-p01-piciga.pdf
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/91147?locale=sl
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/91147?locale=sl
https://www.irdo.si/irdo2021ref/referati/01-p01-piciga.pdf
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/92203?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/92203?locale=sl&order=recent
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• The ‘eastern’ RP: views the world primarily from an inner, interpretive, cultural and spiritual 
perspective, seeking to understand the deeper meaning of human existence, and our holistic 
relationship with the world and the cosmos.  
• The ‘northern’ RP: views the world primarily through a scientific, rational perspective, seeking to 
distinguish patterns and structures within reality and to translate them into viable concepts and 
systems.  
• The ‘western’ RP: seeks to understand the world primarily through active experimentation and 
practical treatment of things, emphasising the application of ideas through action.  
Being aware and being able to engage with the rich diversity of reality perspectives is a crucial 
component of the Integral Worlds approach. 
 
More about Integral Worlds approach: https://www.irdo.si/irdo2021ref/referati/01-p01-piciga.pdf, pp 
3-6 
 
 
3x30 Ideas From Integral Green Slovenia: 5. The 2030 Agenda Through Integral 
Lenses – With Culture Needed to Regenerate our Global Systems (14/09/2021) 
 
The Integral Worlds framework can be applied in analysing global and European strategic and policy 
documents connected with SD. According to Alexander Schieffer, if we look “through integral 
lenses” briefly at the SDGs, there is a lot of emphasis on, in an integral model sense, the “Western” 
and also on the “Southern” dimension: many of the 17 SDGs can be located there.  
 
RESTORING LIFE IN NATURE & COMMUNITY (“SOUTH”):    
2 No Hunger  
3 Good Health & Wellbeing  
5 Gender Equality  
11 Sustainable Cities & Communities  
14 Life below Water  
15 Life on Land  
REBUILDING INFRASTRUCTURE AND INSTITUTIONS VIA ENTERPRISE & ECONOMICS 
(“WEST”):  
1 No Poverty  
6 Clean Water & Sanitation  
7 Affordable & Clean Energy  
8 Decent Work & Economic Growth  
9 Industry, Innovation & Infrastructure  
10 Reduced Inequalities  
12 Responsible Consumption & Production  
13 Climate Action 
 
Some SDGs can be placed in the “NORTHERN” dimension, but there is not a very strong overall 
emphasis on REFRAMING KNOWLEDGE VIA SCIENCE, SYSTEMS & TECHNOLOGY:  
4 Quality Education  
16 Peace & Justice / Strong Institutions 
 
And hardly any of the 17 goals or subgoals addresses the issue of culture, of creativity, and of 
consciousness (“EAST”: REGENERATING MEANING VIA CULTURE & CONSCIOUSNESS). 
This is the dimension that needs to be much more fully addressed to regenerate our global systems.  

https://www.irdo.si/irdo2021ref/referati/01-p01-piciga.pdf
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/93425?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/93425?locale=sl&order=recent
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SDG 17 (Partnership for SDGS) can, according to Schieffer, be placed in the CENTRE. 
 
https://www.irdo.si/irdo2021ref/referati/01-p01-piciga.pdf, p 7 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 6. The EU priorities through an integral 
lens, revealing their holistic and transformative potential (15/09/2021) 
 
By Alexander Schieffer 
 
Multiple crises in Europe and neighbouring regions, recently also the growing economic crisis due to 
COVID-19 pandemic, prolong the threat of disintegration of the European Union and call for integral 
wisdom as well as more grounded, effective and sustainable social innovations.  
 
In 2019, Ursula von der Leyen, that time President-Elect, formulated a new strategy for the European 
Union – “A Union that strives for more”. The following integral analysis of the political guidelines 
reveals – in clear distinction from the 2030 Agenda (3x30/05, 14.9.2021) – that all the four outer and 
the central inner dimensions of the integral approach are represented:  
 
THE CORE: Europe is a Unique Aspiration. Key: to rediscover our UNITY & Inner Strength.  
 
NATURE, COMMUNITY, ECOLOGY: A EUROPEAN GREEN DEAL (with strong Northern & 
Western Elements) lodged in a natural and healthy continent. 
 
CULTURE, CREATIVITY, CONSCIOUSNESS: Promoting our European Way of Life; living in a 
society where you can be who you are, live where you like, love who you want, and aim as high as 
you want.  
 
SCIENCE, SYSTEMS, TECHNOLOGY: A Europe Fit for the Digital Age; an aspiration of a world 
full of new technologies and age-old values.  
 
ENTERPRISE, ECONOMICS, POLITICS: An Economy that Works for People. A New Push for 
European Democracy taking the global lead on the major challenges of our times. 
 
https://www.irdo.si/irdo2021ref/referati/01-p01-piciga.pdf, pp 7-8 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 7. Smart Integration of EU Policies, 
Programmes and Measures for a Holistic Path towards Sustainability (16/09/2021)  
 
We can conclude that the strategic framework for the actual European Commission as outlined in 
2019 by then president-elect von der Leyen has a holistic, integral character (3x30/06, 15.9.2021). 
The key European strategies, from the European Green Deal to the green recovery strategy are being 
developed as such. To further strengthen this integrative quality, a new concept of “SMART 
INTEGRATION of European Union policies for sustainable development” (complementary to the 
well-established smart specialisation concept), informed by the Integral Worlds approach, is 
proposed by the Integral Green Slovenia Initiative and Tran4m Center that:  
 

https://www.irdo.si/irdo2021ref/referati/01-p01-piciga.pdf
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/94183?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/94183?locale=sl&order=recent
https://www.irdo.si/irdo2021ref/referati/01-p01-piciga.pdf
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/95241?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/95241?locale=sl&order=recent
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• complements the traditional conceptualisation of sustainable development: sustainable development 
is described with four dimensions (environment, economy, society, and culture), and emphasis on 
values of social responsibility is also included; 
 
• builds on existing EU policies for sustainable development (several European Green Deal policies, 
strategies, programmes, measures, but also digitalisation, social economy, socially responsible 
entrepreneurship, ethical banking, revitalisation of cultural heritage, education for SD, …) with a 
view to smartly integrating them, and thus emphasizes and promotes synergies and cross-sector 
approach. Good practices presented throughout the book Integral Green Slovenia and at recent 
integral events witness that smart integration already works. 
 
https://www.irdo.si/irdo2021ref/referati/01-p01-piciga.pdf 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 8. A Systematic Promotion of Holistic 
Approaches, also through the Conference on the Future of Europe (17/09/2021) 
 
In addition to integral perspectives originating in Europe (see 3x30 No3, 12/09/2021), we can 
identify, in the European tradition, philosophy, social structures, educational systems, politics, and 
policies, significant foundations that inform today’s longing for more sustainable, collaborative and 
holistic approaches to life and to human systems, including the economy. The desire for such 
approaches is often expressed in overall strategies and guidelines (e.g., by von der Leyen, 3x30 No6, 
15/09/). Furthermore, systemic approaches to sustainability transitions, eco-system paradigm, 
ecological footprint, etc. are being developed in academia and expert institutions (e.g. EEA). As we 
will show in what follows, very holistic and integral sustainable practices already exist in business, 
local governance, education, civil society, … (https://www.trans-4-m.com/integral-green-book-
series/integral-green-slovenia-2/).  
 
But in operationalisation of EU policies, sectoral approaches are too often favoured, and further 
compartmentalised; see the structure and instructions underlying the actual platform for the 
Conference on the Future of Europe. European citizens can choose among 9 main topics (sectors) 
that are further broken down into more specific topics, and Other issues (for transversal and cross-
cutting issues and issues not covered under main topics). The Conference on the Future of Europe 
should also promote, in a systematic way, very holistic sustainable thinking and approaches. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 9. Unsustainable Production and 
Consumption call for Alternative Economic Approaches to Realise SD (18/09/2021) 
 
As pointed earlier, several SDGs are not being achieved, largely due to the unsustainable production 
and consumption patterns (3x30 No1, 10/09/2021). Recent studies on the SDGs interactions have 
ascertained that the relationship between SDGs 12–15, crucial for environmental protection and 
climate action, and other SDGs (such as SDGs 1 and 7–11) potentially involve trade-offs (SOER 
2020, EEA 2019, pp 341–343). The main reason is that increased income (SDG 1), better access to 
energy (SDG 7), more economic growth (SDG 8), and industrial and infrastructure investments 
(SDG 9) tend to increase overall consumption and natural resource extraction. Acknowledging these 
tensions more explicitly reinforces the call for alternative pathways for sustainable development. 
 

https://www.irdo.si/irdo2021ref/referati/01-p01-piciga.pdf
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/96230?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/96230?locale=sl&order=recent
https://www.trans-4-m.com/integral-green-book-series/integral-green-slovenia-2/
https://www.trans-4-m.com/integral-green-book-series/integral-green-slovenia-2/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/97087?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/97087?locale=sl&order=recent
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Similarly measuring the Ecological Footprint (EF) and Human Development Index (HDI) reveals 
that very few countries come close to achieving sustainable development: a higher development level 
(higher HDI) is as a rule accompanied by a higher EF. (https://www.footprintnetwork.org/our-
work/sustainable-development/).  
 
The European Environment Agency (EEA) notes, among others, that the implementation of the 
European environmental vision (“Living well, within the limits of our planet”) necessitates a 
systemic change of the development model, namely placement of fundamental socio-economic 
systems within the boundaries of ecosystems (ecosystem-based approaches).  
 
https://www.irdo.si/irdo2021ref/referati/01-p01-piciga.pdf 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 10. Integral Economy with Integration of 
Alternative Approaches to Support Holistic Implementation of SDGs (19/09/2021)  
 
For a new, integrative conceptual framework and process (Lessem & Schieffer, 2010), to support 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda in Slovenia, Europe, and globally, it is crucial that it offers 
alternative(s) to the mainstream non-sustainable economic paradigm, too. The Integral Worlds 
approach (3x30/02, 11/09/2021) regards economy as just one of the integral parts of society – one 
that needs to be fully “re-embedded” into society. Furthermore, this framework incorporates an 
inbuilt transformational rhythm, called the GENE (an acronym for Grounding, Emerging, 
Navigating, Effecting): we start the transformational process of a social system in “the south” 
(Nature and Community), thereby beginning with a conscious grounding in a given context and 
issue, before we then engage in its transformation. In addition to these conceptual elements, one of 
the most elaborated applications of Integral Worlds is in the economic sphere, integrating the wealth 
of innovative economic thinking and practice.  
 
According to INTEGRAL ECONOMICS, society needs to begin its process of integral economic 
development by securing “southern” nature-based economic self-sufficiency, before thereafter 
focusing on the other, “eastern”, “northern”, and “western”, economic functions. “Western” life-
based living economy can be built up only through reconnecting finance and economic performance 
measurement to natural and human well-being.  
 
https://www.irdo.si/irdo2021ref/referati/01-p01-piciga.pdf 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 11. Integral Economy: The Wealth of 
Innovative Economic Thinking & Practice across Main World Cultures – 1 
(20/09/2021)  
 
Ronnie Lessem and Alexander Schieffer (Integral Economics, 2010) were surprised about the wealth 
of innovative economic thinking and practice that can be found in the world; the biggest surprise of 
all was the wealth of economic thinking to be found at the metaphorical centre of our societies and 
the world, which led to the articulation of – what they call – a moral economic core. Such a moral 
economic core is emerging from the innermost value base to be found in each society and is either 
related to religion and/or secular, humanist articulation of such a value base.  
 

https://www.footprintnetwork.org/our-work/sustainable-development/
https://www.footprintnetwork.org/our-work/sustainable-development/
https://www.irdo.si/irdo2021ref/referati/01-p01-piciga.pdf
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/97816?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/97816?locale=sl&order=recent
https://www.irdo.si/irdo2021ref/referati/01-p01-piciga.pdf
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/98506?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/98506?locale=sl&order=recent


7 

 

The theoretical explanation of Integral Economics (3x30/10, 19/09/2021) is illustrated with seminal 
models, globally recognised practice cases for all of the integral four Worlds and the integrative 
Center, successful in free market conditions and aligned with several SDGs.  
 
South: The role model that Lessem and Schieffer surfaced in the “southern” realm is the “social 
business” and self-sufficiency movement, embodied by Grameen in Bangladesh. Another 
distinguished practice case is the community-based enterprise of Sekem in Egypt, winner of the 
Right Livelihood Award (Alternative Nobel Prize). Sekem represents a mature integral approach to 
greening the desert and to enterprise–community–and–economy–development – and also gave rise to 
the foundation of Heliopolis University for Sustainable Development.  
 
To be continued 
 
https://www.trans-4-m.com/transformation-innovation-book-series/integral-economics/ 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 12. Integral Economy: The Wealth of 
Innovative Economic Thinking & Practice across Main World Cultures - 2 
(21/09/2021)  
 
Continuation from 3x30/11, 20/09/2021: 
 
East: The role model surfaced by Lessem and Schieffer (2010) in the “eastern” realm is the 
developmental enterprise, embodied by Canon in Japan, pursuing its Japanese path of “kyosei”, or 
co-evolution, as well as Sarvodaya (“The Awakening of All”) in Sri Lanka, one of the world’s 
largest development initiatives. Sarvodaya Shramadana Movement is regarded as a creative response 
to and showcase for the Sustainable Development Goals, from sustainable community development 
to societal renewal.  
 
North: The role model surfaced in the “northern” realm is the cooperative enterprise, prominently 
embodied by the Mondragon Corporation in Spain, the world’s largest workers’ cooperative and a 
leader in the social-economic cooperative movement. It is particularly relevant for the development 
of a social economy in Slovenia and Europe.  
 
West: The role model surfaced by Lessem and Schieffer in the “western” realm is the “sustainable 
enterprise”, embodied by Interface in the USA, a corporate leader within the sustainability 
movement. Considering the enormous influence of an unsustainable banking system on the 
development of our societies, the exemplar of a leading sustainable bank Triodos from the 
Netherlands is equally relevant for our discussion. In our case, the “west” builds on the rest – 
“south”, “east” and “north” – rather than standing in splendid isolation. 
 
https://www.trans-4-m.com/transformation-innovation-book-series/integral-economics/ 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 13. All Four Integral Perspectives for 
Building European Integral Green Society and Economy (22/09/2021) 
 
Previous three posts from Integral Green Slovenia (3x30/No10-12, 19-21/09/2021) briefly explained 
the framework of Integral Economy (Lessem & Schieffer, 2010), based on the Integral Worlds 

https://www.trans-4-m.com/transformation-innovation-book-series/integral-economics/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/99793?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/99793?locale=sl&order=recent
https://www.trans-4-m.com/transformation-innovation-book-series/integral-economics/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/100686?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/100686?locale=sl&order=recent
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approach (3x30/No2-4, 11-13/09/), both emphasizing a ‘fourfold integrality’, four diverse ‘southern’, 
‘eastern’, ‘northern’ and ‘western’ perspectives, metaphorically if not actually. We highlight their 
metaphorical meaning to avoid a simplistic, geographic connotation. However, one can’t help 
observe the resonance between these diverse reality views and aspects of global geography.  
 
Travelling through Africa, for example, in our ‘south’, we can experience a strong sense of living 
with nature, and the capacity to relate to (wo)man-and-nature. The ‘east’ of the World – represented, 
for example, by India, Japan, and China – has, without doubt developed a profound understanding of 
the inner spirituality of the human being and its relationship with the world at large and the cosmos. 
The ‘north’ – perhaps best represented by many middle and northern European countries – has 
developed a particular affinity with systems, methods, structure, logic and philosophies. And the 
‘west’ – well represented by the USA – has developed a particular gift for translating knowledge into 
action, in particular through private enterprise.  
 
For building the future of Europe as an Integral Green Society and Economy it is crucial to be aware 
and be able to engage with the rich diversity of reality perspectives. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 14. Integral Green Europe is Building on 
European Culture(s) – Cultural Heritage Revitalised (23/09/2021)   
 
Being aware and being able to engage with the rich diversity of perspectives is crucial to the Integral 
Worlds model. Being on the integral path of sustainability is therefore required to locate not only 
“north”, but also “south”, “east”, and “west” in our European cultural heritage in contemporary 
guise. While “western” perspectives have, in addition to “northern”, been overemphasized in Europe 
during the last decades, the integration of perspectives:  
 
- includes the recognition that SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IS ROOTED IN NATURE AND 
COMMUNITY, and  
 
- necessitates the INCLUSION OF CULTURE: The integral approach sees the culture of the 
particular society, as a crucial, but often neglected, component of the holistic approach to 
development. Culture, including spirituality, is thereby regarded not merely as “valuing local 
traditions”, but rather as the main source and resource to release the unique creative spirit of 
individuals and society. An Integral Green Europe is authentically building on European culture(s).  
 
To illustrate the potentials of a more systematic inclusion and revitalisation of cultural heritage in 
endeavours to achieve SDGs, we point to one “southern” case (its presentation will follow later). The 
practice of COMMON LAND MANAGEMENT (joint ownership and common decision-making 
procedures) has been documented since the early Middle Ages. It can be argued that this model is 
highly relevant even today. (more in https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32920770/) 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 15. From European Cultural Heritage to 
Transcultural Approach, Recognising Contributions of Other Cultures (24/09/2021)  
 
We consider culture to be an integral part of a holistic path towards sustainability (3x30/No2, 6 & 
14; 11, 15 & 23/09/2021). In the EU, although culture is not regarded an indispensable dimension of 

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/101575?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/101575?locale=sl&order=recent
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32920770/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/102433?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/102433?locale=sl&order=recent
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SD, intangible cultural heritage is valued and revitalised as part of several sustainable initiatives, 
among others:  
- the European Destinations of Excellence (EDEN) initiative that rewards and promotes sustainable 
tourism practices in tourist destinations,  
- projects co-financed by various European programmes, such as projects of rural development 
programmes or the ERDF project “Cultural Capital Counts”.  
Furthermore, we can identify more recently developed approaches to sustainable development and 
environmental management that incorporate the cultural dimension, e.g. the Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA). The SEA is a systematic process of analysing the environmental effects of 
policies, plans and programmes, and helps to integrate environmental objectives at international, 
national, and local levels. It also considers explicitly cultural heritage and traditional values.  
(https://www.trans-4-m.com/integral-green-book-series/integral-green-slovenia-2/)  
 
In addition to being transdisciplinary, the Integral Worlds approach also has a transcultural 
orientation implying that an Integral Green Europe recognises contributions of other cultures as well, 
particularly the wealth and prospects of integral thinking and practices that stem from “southern” and 
“eastern” worlds. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 15.16 Transcultural Integral Worlds 
Approach for a Stronger Europe in the World, on the Path towards SDGs 
(25/09/2021) 
 
The EU was the most active political entity in negotiations for the 2030 Agenda and has the ambition 
to play a leading role in its implementation domestically – with several well-elaborated policies 
already in place – and on a global scale. How could the Integral Words (IW) approach contribute to 
this mission?  
 
While five strategic priorities of the actual Commission can be aligned with four integral dimensions 
and the center (3x30/No6, 15/09/2021), the priority “A stronger Europe in the world” relates to the 
Integral Worlds approach as a whole, including its transcultural orientation. The work of the Tran4m 
Center shows that numerous integral impulses for sustainable development, emanating from their 
cultural context, already exist in developing countries, e.g.: 
- https://www.trans-4-m.com/transformation-innovation-book-series/  
- https://www.vrtec-slobistrica.si/ige-2018-en  
- http://vrtec-konjice.si/?page_id=7661 
 In addition to already introduced seminal models (3x30/11-12, 20-21/09/2021), other inspiring 
practice cases and models from all four integral worlds will follow later.  
 
The IW approach, with its transcultural orientation, can help Europe become aware of these 
developments, value them, promote through development cooperation (the EU is the biggest donor 
globally), and even reassume - now in partnership with, and drawing upon, Africa, the Middle East, 
Asia, and America - the joint role of Navigating together the economic and societal renewal globally. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.trans-4-m.com/integral-green-book-series/integral-green-slovenia-2/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/102995?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/102995?locale=sl&order=recent
https://www.trans-4-m.com/transformation-innovation-book-series/
https://www.vrtec-slobistrica.si/ige-2018-en
http://vrtec-konjice.si/?page_id=7661
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3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 17. Europe towards an Integral Green 
Region: Overall Vision and Goals for Four Integral Economic Paths – 1 (26/09/2021)  
 
The proposal for an Integral Green Europe (IGE) applies the Integral Worlds approach and builds on 
the model of Integral Green Slovenia (3x30/No2, 11/09/2021). It is depicted in Figure 5 of the paper 
by Piciga, Schieffer & Lessem: https://www.irdo.si/irdo2021ref/referati/01-p01-piciga.pdf. 
 
The OVERALL VISION for an Integral Green Europe in 2050 can be stated as: well-being (the good 
life) for all and a well-preserved healthy natural environment, i.e., respecting the limitations of our 
planet. This vision is operationalised as a modest increase in Human Development Index (HDI) and a 
significant reduction in Ecological Footprint (EF), to correspond to the level of Earth’s biocapacity 
(i.e., reduction for approx. two thirds). This would place the EU countries in the Global Sustainable 
Development Quadrant (more on EF and HDI: https://www.footprintnetwork.org/our-
work/sustainable-development/).  
 
This vision is further reflected in operational goals for all 4 “integral worlds”, also aligned with 4 
integral economic paths, recognising the urgency to replace the unsustainable economic model 
(3x30/No9-10, 18-19/09/).  
 
COMMUNITY-BASED SELF-SUFFICIENCY: Ambitious targets for nature conservation (e.g., 
preserving biodiversity), food self-sufficiency with prevailing organic food, reduction in energy costs 
and emissions, and renewable energy sources. All regions, Member States, and the great majority of 
municipalities have their integral green models in place.  
 
To be continued. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 18. Europe towards an Integral Green 
Region: Overall Vision and Goals for Four Integral Economic Paths – 2 (27/09/2021) 
 
Continuation from 3x30/17, 26/09/2021: 
 
We are applying the Integral Worlds approach to envision a truly sustainable Europe in 2050.  
 
DEVELOPMENTAL CULTURE-BASED ECONOMY: Europe is leading successful trans-regional 
and trans-cultural programs for sustainable development, in each societal case drawing on its unique 
gifts and capacities, itself overall being a globally recognised model of integral green development. 
The great majority of destinations are green (sustainable) destinations. The wisdom of the Earth for a 
sustainable future of Europe is widely recognised (Geoculture). 
 
SOCIAL KNOWLEDGE-BASED ECONOMY: 
Successful system innovations for sustainable transitions are taking place.  
Explanation: In Idea No8 (17/09), we advocated systematic promotion of holistic approaches, and 
pointed, i.a., to systemic approaches to sustainability transitions and eco-system paradigm that are 
already being developed. According to the European Environment Agency, to achieve the SDGs, 
fundamental transformations (innovations) of societal systems (energy, transport, food & material 
use systems), that are at the root cause of environmental and climate pressures, are urgently needed. 
(https://www.eea.europa.eu/soer/2020)  
 

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/103588?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/103588?locale=sl&order=recent
https://www.irdo.si/irdo2021ref/referati/01-p01-piciga.pdf
https://www.footprintnetwork.org/our-work/sustainable-development/
https://www.footprintnetwork.org/our-work/sustainable-development/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/104215?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/104215?locale=sl&order=recent
https://www.eea.europa.eu/soer/2020
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The EU is the leading global R&D&I and learning space for sustainable development.  
 
LIVING LIFE-BASED ECONOMY: The EU is the leading world region in the circular economy, 
low-carbon economy, bio- & blue economy. The great majority of jobs are permanent, green, and 
decent. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 19. Values of SD and Social Responsibility 
as the Moral Core of the Integral Green Europe Model - 1 (28/09/2021) 
 
An Integral Green Europe (IGE) smartly integrates numerous potentials for sustainable development, 
from EU policies to local practices (3x30/07, 16/9/2021), that resonate with all five realms of the 
Integral Worlds model (the 4 worlds/realms and the inner core; 3x30/02, 11/09/). The inner core 
serves to interconnect the 4 outer worlds and is associated with the ability to originate and 
synthesize. It is here that the impulse for transformation or development is initiated – be it through a 
perceived imbalance of the overall system, that becomes the objective concern, be it through a 
particular, subjective evolutionary calling. Often, we speak about a moral core, a unique expression 
of the innermost value base that a society considers as essential to its being. The integral economics 
model (3x30/10, 19/09/) has its starting point in its centre, in the moral core of a society. With 
regards to the necessary economic transformation: it is vital that the outer economic system of a 
society is in resonance with its inner moral core.  
 
It seems evident that values of sustainable development naturally fit in the centre of the IGE model. 
In addition, we consider social responsibility (SR), defined as the responsibility of each individual 
for his or her impacts on society, as indispensable part of its moral core. Such “centered” social 
responsibility contributes to the realisation of SD and points a way from the ultra-competitive 
economy toward a social-market economy. 
 
To be continued. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 20. Values of SD and Social Responsibility 
as the Moral Core of the Integral Green Europe Model - 2 (29/09/2021) 
 
Continuation from 3x30/19, 28/09/2021: 
 
Social responsibility (SR), globally passed in the international advisory standard ISO 26000 
(https://www.iso.org/iso-26000-social-responsibility.html), builds on 3 central concepts: 1, 
everyone’s responsibility for their impacts on society, incl. nature; 2, interdependence; and 3, holism. 
Its objective is to contribute to sustainable development. Although ISO 26000 is intended for 
organizations, a considerable part of scientific literature considers SR as a responsibility at all levels 
of society, as does the Integral Green Europe (IGE) model.  
 
In 2021, scientists published again: The contemporary world is in its deepest socio-economic crisis 
ever. The cause: humans forgot about SR. SR means a timely and requisitely holistic 
thinking/reflection that reaches beyond a single viewpoint to be interdisciplinary.  
 
Placing SR in the centre of the IGE developmental model, as indispensable part of its moral core, 
and applying guidelines for SR in an integrated manner with economic, social, environmental and 

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/105436?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/105436?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/106393?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/106393?locale=sl&order=recent
https://www.iso.org/iso-26000-social-responsibility.html
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cultural policies for all 4 integral worlds, can be considered as a very powerful potential for building 
a truly sustainable Europe.  
 
ISO 26000 stresses that SR supports sustainable behaviour, via care for nature, one of the 7 core 
subjects, summarizing life contents. Its 7 principles include accountability, transparency, ethical 
behaviour, and respect for stakeholders, the rule of law, international norms, and human rights. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 21. Nature is a Key Value for EU Citizens, 
and a Vital Potential for Sustainability Transformations (30/09/2021) 
 
The values of social responsibility (SR) and SD as a moral core of an Integral Green Europe (IGE), 
presented in the previous 2 posts (3x30/19&20, 28-29/09/2021), are considered a vital potential for 
sustainability transformations in Europe. The IGE developmental model, guided by the 2050 vision 
and goals (17&18), reveals several potentials (or strengths in classical SWOT analysis) for holistic 
sustainable development, without claiming to be exhaustive. We arrange them by following 4 
integral economic paths, from “southern” community-based self-sufficiency to a “western” living 
life-based economy (10&11&12), with the inner moral core serving to interconnect them.  
 
The environment, including the protection of nature, is among the 7 core subjects of SR. A well-
preserved healthy natural environment is explicitly stated in the overall IGE vision, while ambitious 
targets for nature conservation (e.g. preserving biodiversity - BD) are envisaged for the “southern” 
path.  
 
According to the latest Eurobarometer on attitudes towards BD in 2018  
(https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/detail/2194), Europeans believe even more strongly than in 
2015 that it is important to stop biodiversity loss, i.a. because:  
- we have a responsibility to look after nature (77 % of respondents totally agree, another 19 % tend 
to agree; in sum 96%),  
- nature and BD are important for our long-term economic development & BD is indispensable for 
the production of goods (both: >60%, 30%; in sum >90% agree).  
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 22. Europeans Need to Find and Evolve 
“Ubuntu” in Our Cultural Heritage and Modern Practices (01/10/2021) 
 
According to Eurobarometer surveys, preserving nature & biodiversity is an utmost necessity and 
essential for economic prosperity (3x30/21, 30/09/2021), as well as for other SDGs. Similar results 
can be found in surveys on protecting the environment & climate.  
 
Community is also considered a vital potential for an integral green economy/society in Europe 
(4&11&13). The “southern” sense for human community and the capacity to relate to it, as observed 
in Africa, for example, can be probably best expressed with the term Ubuntu. This term is 
sometimes, in a more popular use, translated as "I am because we are" (also "I am because you are"). 
Furthermore, this term is used in a more philosophical sense, often to mean "the belief in a universal 
bond of sharing that connects all humanity". We can conclude that European societies and 
communities have to find “Ubuntu” in their cultural heritage and modern practice, and more 
intentionally promote it. 
 

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/107615?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/107615?locale=sl&order=recent
https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/detail/2194
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/108802?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/108802?locale=sl&order=recent
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Established integral green models in local and broader communities, together with ambitious targets 
for nature conservation and self-sufficiency, guide the “southern” integral path of Community-Based 
Self-Sufficiency. Several policies, programs, initiatives towards these goals are already operational 
in the EU, recently evolving under the umbrella of the Green Deal. In addition to numerous gifts of 
nature, potentials can be found from traditional “Commons” (common land management – 14) to 
modern community management of living resources. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 23. An Integral Green Europe Builds 
Relationally on Nature and Community (02/10/2021) 
 
At the core of the Integral Worlds approach is an inbuilt transformational rhythm (3x30/10, 
19/09/2021), whereby sustainable development is rooted in nature and community: while all realms 
are considered to be equally important, transformation processes often begin (= GROUNDING) in 
nature and community, surfacing the most relevant local natural as well as community needs and 
development potentials and activating the ability of local communities to creatively engage with their 
own needs and potentials. 
 
With the Integral Green Europe (IGE) model, we direct attention particularly toward policies, 
initiatives and practices that simultaneously build on and deal with nature and community - in 
addition to those mentioned before (22), e.g., food self-sufficiency based on organic agriculture and 
small organic farms, locally-led development of energy self-sufficiency (e.g. wood-based), smart 
green villages, community management of protected areas, integrated water management in urban 
centres, intergenerational learning and study circles for coexistence with nature and co-creation in 
the community …  
(http://integralna-zelena-slovenija.si/en/, https://www.irdo.si/irdo2021ref/referati.html) 
 
Valuable complementary potential for building the “southern” economic path of IGE are also 
relational shifts in scientific research in Europe, e.g., a new general framework (common vocabulary 
and a logical linguistic structure) to organize findings on social-ecological systems (SESs; Ostrom, 
2009). 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 24. Conceptual Contributions for Integral 
Grounding in Nature and Community: SESs and Transitions in Cities (03/10/2021) 
 
One of the purposes of our series “3x30 Ideas from IGS” is to show that important conceptual 
approaches to a more holistic and integral green development already exist in Europe, and to 
promote their systematic uptake in endeavours towards SDGs (e.g., integral approaches - 3x30/03, 
12/09/2021). In relation to the “southern” integral path, we have already (23) pointed to the 
pioneering work on social-ecological systems (SESs). According to Elinor Ostrom, understanding of 
the processes that lead to improvements in or deterioration of natural resources is limited, because 
scientific disciplines use different concepts and languages to describe and explain complex social-
ecological systems (SESs). Therefore, in 2009 she proposed a general framework (common 
vocabulary and a logical linguistic structure, later increasingly applied and also upgraded), used to 
identify 10 subsystem variables that affect the likelihood of self-organization in efforts to achieve a 
sustainable SES. (https://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol19/iss2/art30/) 
 

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/109594
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/109594
http://integralna-zelena-slovenija.si/en/
https://www.irdo.si/irdo2021ref/referati.html
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/110551?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/110551?locale=sl&order=recent
https://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol19/iss2/art30/
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The conceptual framework of and findings on sustainability transitions, summarized in SOER 2020 
by EEA (https://www.eea.europa.eu/soer/2020), are highly relevant bases for the European Green 
Deal. Since 75 % of Europeans live in cities, it is crucial to promote self-sufficiency and green 
development of urban communities. SOER 2020 considers cities a key enabler of change, together 
with finance (integral “west”) and knowledge (integral “north”). 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 25. On the Integral Path towards a 
Sustainable Europe: From ‘Southern’ Grounding to ‘Eastern’ Emergence 
(04/10/2021) 
 
According to SOER 2020 (3x30/24, 03/10/2021), cities as communities are crucial for sustainability 
transitions. Urban areas also face particular vulnerabilities (e.g., the heightened impacts of heat 
waves and flooding) that necessitate transformative adaptation. But then, cities are hubs of creativity, 
innovation, and learning, with the capacity to effect systemic change at local scales. Furthermore, 
they have the capacity to share ideas through city networks. In this case, we can follow the evolution 
from the ‘southern’ to the ‘eastern’ and ‘northern’ integral worlds.  
 
‘Southern’ Grounding (G) in nature and community involves a community or enterprise participating 
in building a self-sufficient economy. In the transformative GENE process for an Integral Economy 
(10&11&12), we then progress towards Emergence (E): we evolve ‘from survival to co-evolution’, 
and we actively build up the capacity of our community or enterprise to co-evolve with its multiple 
stakeholders. The ‘local’ perspective of the southern grounds evolves to ‘local-global’ perspectives. 
We tap into the cultural creativity of a particular economy and society, inviting and generating 
insights to respond to economic challenges and aspirations, by also harnessing the cultural potential 
for the economic renewal of a society. Culture (heritage and modern, own and other’s – 14&15) and 
spirituality, creativity, holism, and continuous development are the key themes guiding us in the 
‘eastern’ realm. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 26. From Conceptualisation of a Culture-
based Developmental Economy to European Goals and Potentials - 1 (05/10/2021) 
 
After introducing the “eastern” integral economic path (3x30/No25, 04/10/2021), we explore it 
further and connect “eastern” visionary goals for an Integral Green Europe (17&18) with some 
important potentials for their realization.  
 
The ‘eastern’ reality perspective views the world primarily from an inner, interpretive, cultural and 
spiritual perspective, seeking to understand the deeper meaning of human existence, and our holistic 
relationship with the world and the cosmos. In activating its own cultural capacities, a society 
(including the economy) does, on the one hand, affirm its own cultural uniqueness, but it also, on the 
other hand, invites other cultural perspectives from outside, to broaden its own co-evolution. Here 
people with their innate gifts focus on burning issues, dialectically, thereby co-evolving new insights 
– often in new images and visions – that provide culturally laden ingredients for the transformative 
process. 
 
Among several EU potentials and policies with a view to achieving the goals of a culture-based 
developmental economy, we will mention first the following:  
- culture as one of four SD dimensions, 

https://www.eea.europa.eu/soer/2020
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/111871?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/111871?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/112960?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/112960?locale=sl&order=recent
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- cultural heritage as vital building block,  
- cooperation with others (regions, cultures ...) and intercultural dialogue is key, 
 
to contribute in particular to the 2050 goal: Europe is leading successful trans-regional and trans-
cultural programs for SD, in each societal case drawing on its unique gifts and capacities. 
(14&15&16) 
 
To be continued. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 27. From Conceptualisation of a Culture-
based Developmental Economy to European Goals and Potentials - 2 (06/10/2021) 
 
The “eastern” path toward a truly sustainable Europe supports the priority “A stronger Europe in the 
world”, thereby globally also spearheading the implementation of the 2030 Agenda (3x30/16). The 
Integral Green Europe (IGE) vision (17&18) includes the goal of Europe being, by 2050, a globally 
recognised model of integral green development. 
 
Sustainable tourism (ST), an increasingly important economic sector that builds on local potentials, 
including nature and cultural heritage, has to be involved in wider, transcultural exchanges to 
operate. The IGE vision therefore includes the goal that in 2050, the great majority of destinations 
are green (sustainable) destinations. To mention but one of the numerous policy instruments for the 
promotion of ST, we pointed to the EDEN initiative (15) for smaller tourist destinations. And 
globally, sustainable destinations can, i.a., participate in the Green Destinations (GD - 
https://greendestinations.org/) program, the world’s leading destinations’ network for responsible 
tourism. ST planning, hospitality, green economy, and the protection of local values are its key 
themes. GD also organises the annual Top 100 Destinations Sustainability Stories Competition - to 
share their innovative and effective ST stories and good management practices as inspiring examples 
to others. 
 
In 2021, 7 out of 100 world's most sustainable destinations are in Slovenia, and more than 1/3 in the 
EU.  
 
To be continued. 
 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 28. From Conceptualisation of a Culture-
based Developmental Economy to European Goals and Potentials - 3 (07/10/2021) 
 
Continuation from 3x30/27, 06/10/2021: 
 
Generating and co-evolving new insights as a key process of the “eastern” integral path (26&27) is 
the process that always includes a ‘stepping into the unknown’ and ‘letting go’ of some of the 
previous assumptions. It therefore requires us to consciously transcend our prior life world. ‘Eastern’ 
emergence is hence about ‘becoming’. It deals with ‘intuiting’ and ‘imagining’ the new forms that 
are emerging. … This is the ‘reformative’ part of the transformation process, activating ‘inspiration’ 
or the ‘spirit’-level of a human system. 
 

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/113884?locale=sl
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/113884?locale=sl
https://greendestinations.org/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/114808?locale=sl
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/114808?locale=sl
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Art is therefore a human activity associated with the culture-based developmental economy. It can be 
product-, process- and business-oriented, which is the case with ecological design or ecodesign, well-
established in the EU. 
 
Artistic inquiries also lead to completely new views of man, nature, and the world, as expressed with 
the 2050 goal (18): “The wisdom of the Earth for a sustainable future of Europe is widely recognised 
(Geoculture).” In recent decades, the Slovenian conceptual artist and UNESCO Artist for Peace 
Marko Pogačnik, together with his students, has created a new, basically integral way of looking at 
the environment, starting out himself by focusing on physical nature and on human as well as more-
than-human consciousness. The modern geomancy school that he founded evolved into education for 
Geoculture, promoting a new ecological consciousness and restorative relationship with the planet. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 29. Europe has Strong Potentials for the 
Integral “Northern” Navigation toward SDGs - 1 (08/10/2021)  
 
In line with the GENE transformational process of the Integral Worlds approach (3x30/02&04&11, 
11&13&19/09/2021), we now move on to ‘northern’ Navigation. It requires that the new insights 
(images, visions) gained from a society’s culture (26&27) are translated – in a structured and 
systematic manner – into new concepts, new knowledge. The Navigation is hence about ‘knowing’ 
and about ‘making explicit’ what hitherto had been rather more implicit. Now, the ‘local-global' 
viewpoint (25) is turned into a more general, abstract newly ‘global’ viewpoint, building on the 
previous. New ‘norms’, related to the issue at hand, are developed. Northern ‘navigation’ is about 
activating the ‘mind’-level, the conceptualising prowess. A scientific, rational perspective, 
distinguishing patterns and structures and translating them into viable concepts and systems, is 
therefore the prevailing reality perspective (4).  
 
Via the 2050 goals of the “northern” realm we envisaged (18): 
- full-scale system innovations underlying sustainable transitions, as conceptually elaborated by the 
EEA, have been implemented - hence such knowledge for sustainable transitions is a valuable 
potential here (SOER 2020).  
- the European Union becomes the globally leading space of integral research, development and 
innovations, as well as learning for sustainable development. To achieve this goal, we build, i.a., on 
existing potentials and policies for ESD and R&D, including technology development.  
 
To be continued. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 30. Europe has Strong Potentials for the 
Integral “Northern” Navigation toward SDGs – 2 (on ESD) (09/10/2021) 
 
Continues from 3x30/29, 08/10/2021: 
 
The 2005-2014 UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) has laid a strong 
foundation for the advance of SD through education and learning and also for building an Integral 
Green Europe. According to the initial strategy by UNECE (http://www.unece.org/?id=24444), ESD 
is a broad and comprehensive concept, encompassing interrelated environmental, economic, and 
social issues, therefore an integrative and holistic approach. ESD should, i.a.:  

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/116459?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/116459?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/116986
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/116986
http://www.unece.org/?id=24444
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- Foster respect for and understanding of different cultures and embrace contributions from them; 
value and conserve traditional knowledge; take into account diverse local, national and regional 
circumstances as well as the global context, seeking a balance between global and local interests. 
(SOUTH&EAST)  
 
- Encourage learners to use systemic, critical, and creative thinking and reflection in both local and 
global contexts as prerequisites for action for sustainable development. Formal ESD should be 
permeated by experience of life and work beyond the classroom. (NORTH&WEST)  
 
- Address the ethical dimension, including issues of equity, solidarity, and intra- and inter-
generational interdependence, as well as relationships between humans and nature. (MORAL CORE) 
 
Among subsequent documents and resources, we highlight the guide for educators Education for 
SDGs by UNESCO, with emphasis on cross-cutting key competencies (2017, 
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000247444).  
 
To continue. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 31. Europe has Strong Potentials for the 
Integral “Northern” Navigation toward SDGs – 3 (ESD enriched) (10/10/2021) 
 
Continues from 3x30/30, 09/10/2021: 
 
Key competencies of the UNESCO guide on education for SDGs (30) can be understood as 
transversal, multifunctional and context-independent: systems thinking, anticipatory, normative, 
collaboration, critical thinking, self-awareness, and integrated problem-solving competency. E.g.: 
Conducting case studies on poverty in selected countries to acquire knowledge about causes and 
impacts of poverty, also contributes to a person’s system thinking competency by facilitating the 
perception that multiple factors influence poverty. For each SDG, learning objectives are described 
in the cognitive, socio-emotional and behavioural domains, which means balanced emphasis on 
knowledge and thinking skills (integral “north”), action competencies (“west”), and social skills to 
collaborate, negotiate and communicate, as well as self-reflection skills, values, attitudes and 
motivations (“south”, “east”, moral core).  
 
ESD can be regarded as a vital policy and potential for building an Integral Green Europe: 
Commission announced to prepare a European competence framework to help develop and assess 
knowledge, skills, and attitudes on climate change and SD (EGD, COM(2019) 640). For these 
endeavours to meet the requirements of ambitious Agenda 2030, integral qualities of ESD (see 
above) have to be enriched with the systems perspective on sustainability transitions (18) as non-
linear, society-wide processes built on innovation and knowledge creation.  
 
To continue. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 32. Europe has Strong Potentials for the 
Integral “Northern” Navigation toward SDGs – 4 (systems-based R&D) (11/10/2021) 
 

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000247444
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/117646?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/117646?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/118438?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/118438?locale=sl&order=recent
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Continues from 3x30/31, 10/10/2021: 
 
Global programmes and initiatives under the broad umbrella of UNO, such as ESD, can represent a 
very relevant potential for integration into more holistic EU policy instruments toward SDGs. Worth 
exploring is, i.a., the work of the Future Earth network (https://futureearth.org/) lead by the mission 
to accelerate transformations to global sustainability through research and innovation. With a focus 
on systems-based approaches, they seek to deepen understanding of complex Earth systems and 
human dynamics (interactions among humans and the planet’s land, air, water, and biodiversity) 
across different disciplines, to underpin evidence-based policies and strategies for sustainable 
development. Although contributing valuable knowledge in this respect, these systems-based 
approaches seem less holistic than those supporting sustainability transitions through profound 
changes in dominant structures, practices, technologies, policies, lifestyles, and thinking, as 
promoted by EEA in SOER 2020 (18).  
 
EEA relies on decades of research in academic fields such as complexity science, ecology, 
sustainability science, evolutionary economics, or innovation studies that have produced a variety of 
relevant systems approaches, emphasizing complementarity of the socio-ecological, socio-technical, 
and socio-economic approaches. The novelties in the EU research & innovation policy (e.g., Horizon 
Europe) could provide stronger support for such approaches. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 33. The “Northern” Knowledge-based 
Social Economy for an Integral Green Europe – 1 (Cooperativism) (12/10/2021) 
 
No. 29-32 of the 3x30 Ideas deal with the specific long-term goals for the “northern” realm of an 
Integral Green Europe (IGE) model, i.e., to full-scale system innovations underlying sustainable 
transitions and becoming integral learning and R&D space for the entire world (18). Well-established 
environmental assessment methodologies such as SEA (15) are also a valuable potential for reaching 
these goals.  
 
To respond to the extreme urgency for an economic paradigm shift (09), we furthermore propose 
development of a social economy — as a socio-economic perspective to respond to continuous 
technological change and social challenges in a cooperative and democratic manner. The “northern” 
knowledge-based social economy contributes, as all 4 integral economic paths do, to the overall IGE 
vision (17), i.e., to well-being for all and a well-preserved healthy natural environment.  
 
The Mondragon Corporation, a federation of worker cooperatives and the global icon of 
cooperativism, can serve as a role model for this economic path (12), also backed by rising support 
for social economy in Europe (e.g., https://www.socialeconomy.eu.org/).  
 
From the Integral Economy perspective, we can observe that the origins of Mondragon lay in the 
solidarity and mutual support of a community of people, its cooperative model being strongly rooted 
in longstanding democratic traditions in the Basque country and the real source of increase in value 
is not physical capital but human capital.  
 
To continue. 
 
 

https://futureearth.org/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/119395?locale=sl
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/119395?locale=sl
https://www.socialeconomy.eu.org/
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3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 34. The “Northern” Knowledge-based 
Social Economy for an Integral Green Europe – 2 (Cooperativism Cont’d) 
(13/10/2021 20:02) 
 
Continues from 3x30/33, 12/10/2021:  
 
Cooperatives, as we saw in the case of Mondragon (33), are businesses owned and run by and for 
their members, who have voluntarily associated in order to meet their economic, social, cultural and 
other needs. Worker cooperatives’ key mission is to create and maintain sustainable jobs, in a strong 
local development and with a perspective of wealth generation. They are strongly based on values 
(moral core), e.g., solidarity that is not in itself good as we usually understand it — simply as mutual 
help — but needs to be transformed into a reciprocity that extends into enterprise, on a broad scale. 
Co-ops want to do business successfully because they are, among other things, profit oriented 
(integral “west”), not charities. Instead of rewarding external investors, co-ops are sharing profits 
among their members. All elements of Integral Worlds approach (2&4) are well represented in the 
Mondragon case and also in values and principles of the global cooperative movement 
(https://www.ica.coop/en/cooperatives/cooperative-identity). For instance, “education, training and 
information” (“north”) is one of the key cooperative principles.  
 
While co-ops were not immune to financial hardships, their flexibility in responding to shifting 
markets and the trust of their members enabled many cooperatives to survive and even thrive – in the 
19th and 20th century, through the 2007-2010 financial crisis, and in 2020, during the COVID-19 
crisis.  
 
To continue. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 35. The “Northern” Knowledge-based 
Social Economy for an Integral Green Europe (IGE) – 3 (SE in the EU) (14/10/2021) 
 
Cont’d from 3x30/34, 13/10/2021:  
 
In 2013, EP recognised that cooperatives, along with other social economy (SE) enterprises, play an 
essential role in the European economy, especially in time of crisis, by combining profitability with 
solidarity, creating high-quality jobs, strengthening social, economic and regional cohesion, and 
generating social capital (2012/2321(INI)). Again in 2020, despite the huge impact the 
unprecedented global COVID-19 crisis has had, co-ops have proven to be resilient and innovative 
(World Cooperative Monitor 2020 by ICA). Since “Concern for Community”, one of the 7 
Cooperative Principles (ICA, the International Cooperative Alliance), states that co-ops work for the 
SD of their communities through policies approved by their members, it is not surprising that EP 
confirmed they help to serve the objective of the sustainable economic and social development of 
regional and local communities (integral “south”).  
 
The EU policy to promote SE intended to make profits for people rather than investors or owners 
(including, in addition to co-ops, mutual societies, non-profit associations, foundations, and social 
enterprises) has undoubted potential to be smartly integrated in building IGE. SE enterprises have 
various objectives ranging from agriculture and banking to provision of employment and sheltered 
workshops and represent 10% of all businesses (with about 6% of employees) in the EU.  
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/social-economy_en 

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/119890?locale=sl
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/119890?locale=sl
https://www.ica.coop/en/cooperatives/cooperative-identity
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/120781?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/120781?locale=sl&order=recent
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/social-economy_en
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To continue. 
 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 36. The “Northern” Knowledge-based 
Social Economy for an Integral Green Europe (IGE) – 4 (SE Cont’d) (15/10/2021) 
 
Cont’d from 3x30/35, 14/10/2021:  
 
Social economy (SE) enterprises are valued, i.a., for their contribution to sustainable development of 
the community they operate in (35). One particular form, namely social enterprises, an important and 
growing group in the SE sector in Europe, even have a social, societal, or environmental impact as 
the main objective. Further to such as highlighted by the integral economy model: EP also found co-
ops being a springboard for social innovation ((2012/2321(INI)) and the Commission considers 
social enterprises the engine for social innovation (EC website on SE).  
 
Integral constituents of the “northern” social knowledge-based economy model then underlie the 
foundations of successful sustainable development of entire countries, particularly the Nordic ones. 
The case of the surprising Finnish leapfrogging during the 1990s to one of the most competitive and 
a knowledge-based economy has been studied in detail. 
 
In the early 1990s, Finland went through watershed developments due to a severe economic 
recession, during which unemployment rates rose from 2 ˗ 3 % to over 15 % and GDP decreased by 
more than 10 %. However, in one decade Finland became the most ICT-specialized economy in the 
world. Three times it has ranked number 1 in the World Economic Forum’s (WEF) competitiveness 
index. It also ranked highest in the OECD’s PISA studies of learning skills and educational 
attainment.  
https://ideas.repec.org/b/wbk/wbpubs/7138.html 
 
To continue. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 37. The “Northern” Knowledge-based 
Social Economy for an Integral Green Europe (IGE) – 5 (Finland&Nordics) 
(16/10/2021) 
 
Cont’d from 3x30/36, 15/10/2021:  
 
According to Integral Economics, the successful “western” Effecting of economic activities should 
build on previous integral “worlds”, starting with Grounding in nature and community, with a view 
to then effecting SD (10&11&12).  
 
While leading economic institutions such as the OECD and the World Bank set Finland, in the 
decade after its economic rise, as a model for a successful transition to a knowledge-based economy 
(e.g., Dahlman et al., 2006; 35), its actions in the 1990s and beyond were largely inconsistent with 
the then prevailing economic doctrine. For example: instead of reducing govt investment in R&D&I, 
they increased it. Even such strong support for quality education for all (traditional in Finland, with a 

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/122233?locale=sl
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/122233?locale=sl
https://ideas.repec.org/b/wbk/wbpubs/7138.html
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/122629?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/122629?locale=sl&order=recent
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high valuing of knowledge) was not among the recommended measures to overcome economic 
crises. (Both: integral “north)  
 
Like the other Nordic countries, Finland is characterized by an emphasis on equality and a relatively 
fairly even distribution of income (the welfare state). And retrograde analysis of the Finnish path 
revealed that their success cannot be explained without considering the broader cultural context and 
social factors (all in a historical perspective) in relation to geographical features (“south” and “east). 
A strong spirit of cohesiveness, high moral values, and an emphasis on equality (moral core) are the 
well-recognised virtues of Nordics.  
 
And what about the Nordics' harmonic relationship with Nature? 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 38. The “Northern” Sustainability Path in 
Practice: The Nordic Five & the Finnish SD Strategy - 1 (17/10/2021) 
 
After introducing the Integral Worlds approach (posts No. 2-4), Integral Economics (10-12), and the 
Integral Green Europe (IGE) vision (17&18), we started presenting important European potentials 
(including EU policies) for an integral economic path, from all four integral “worlds” and the moral 
core (22→). After the “southern” and “eastern” perspectives we are now elaborating on the 
“northern” social and knowledge-based economy as the most developed in Europe (29→), with 
strong support in several EU policies. It is here where Europe has the strongest potentials.  
 
Community grounded and historically emerged local and business cases of an integral green 
economy and society can be found in all European countries (more about them in the 2nd part of the 
3x30 series). However, when looking for national models that already realize, to a large extent, the 
integral green economy approach, we have to turn to the Nordic five of Denmark, Sweden, Norway, 
Finland, and Iceland (see also 36&37). These countries are consistently ranked at the top of the 
global surveys on prosperity, productivity, quality of life, human development, social progress, and 
happiness. They excel through their social welfare model, and have moved towards SD and started 
adopting SDGs before joining the EU or without the EU policy framework (in reality, the three EU 
MS had a considerable impact on shaping EU SD policies). Not surprisingly, the chair of the famous 
Brundtland Commission was a Swede.  
 
To continue. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 39. The “Northern” Sustainability Path in 
Practice: The Nordic Five & the Finnish SD Strategy - 2 (18/10/2021) 
 
Cont’d from 3x30/38, 17/10/2021:  
 
While approaches of the Nordic countries for the transition to a knowledge-based economy and their 
social welfare models have been the subject of intensive economic inquiry (e.g., Finland, 36-37), 
specific studies on the Nordic life-mimicking approach to economy (e.g., »Economies That Mimic 
Life« by Bragdon) emerged with more recent emphasis on SDGs and green economy. By 
approaching economies as sub-systems of life rather than super-systems that transcend life, we gain 
transformative insights. Such thinking led to the pioneering low-carbon and circular economy (CE) 
experiments in Kalundborg and Samso island (Denmark).  

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/123619?locale=sl
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/123619?locale=sl
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/124972?locale=sl
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/124972?locale=sl
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Instead of the traditional approach to SD, climate, and CE strategies with separate targets for 
economic, social, and environmental dimensions (and too often involving trade-offs on the account 
of nature – 9), distributed across governmental sectors, the Finnish National Commission on SD 
decided to prepare a commitment to SD titled THE FINLAND WE WANT BY 2050 (2013; 
https://kestavakehitys.fi/en/commitment2050). The Society's Commitment to SD promotes, with its 
eight trans-sectoral objectives: equal prospects, a participatory society, sustainability of work, 
sustainable society & local communities, a carbon-neutral society, a resource-wise economy, and 
lifestyles as well as decision-making respectful of nature. In order to achieve these goals, actors from 
all sectors and individuals can make a commitment on concrete action. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 40. From ‘Southern’ Grounding, 
‘Eastern’ Emergence, and ‘Northern’ Navigation to ‘Western’ Effect (19/10/2021) 
 
One of the 3x30 series key messages is that a truly sustainable economic approach – Lessem and 
Schieffer named it a “western” LIFE-BASED LIVING ECONOMY - has to build on the rest – 
“south”, “east” and “north” – rather than standing in splendid isolation (12). According to Integral 
Economics, the successful “western” Effecting of economic activities should build on previous 
integral “worlds”, starting with Grounding in nature and community, with a view to then effecting 
SD (37). Systematic implementation of the GENE concept is for Europe – also to be able to lead the 
transition to a circular economy, low-carbon economy, bio- & blue economy globally (18) – all the 
more important since its overemphasis on the “western” and “northern” perspectives (14).  
 
Moving to ‘western’ effect is requiring us to put all prior three levels into integrated action. It is 
about pragmatically applying the new knowledge that has been developed, thereby actualising the 
innovation that it contains. ‘Western’ effect is hence about ‘doing’ and about ‘making it happen’. 
This is the ultimate ‘transformative’ level of the GENE-process, activating, metaphorically, the 
‘body’ or ‘hand’. However, the process does not stop here. Rather, it continuously moves on. Any 
transformative, active effect has to be continuously revisited, exploring whether it remains resonant 
with the ‘southern’ grounds it seeks to serve. (https://www.trans-4-m.com/transformation-
innovation-book-series/integral-development/) 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 41. A Life-based Living Economy with 
Sust. Enterprises & Green Economy for an Integral Green Europe - 1 (20/10/2021) 
 
In Integral Economics Lessem & Schieffer (2010) illustrated that if we work purposefully through 
each of the four economic realms and gradually through all of them in a south–east–north–west 
fashion (starting with nature and ending with enterprise) – informed by the wealth of the moral 
economic core – we arrive in each realm at practical applications. These help us to translate new 
economic thinking into transformative practice (3x30, posts No 10-12). Working through the 
“western” realm of a life-based living economy we evolve “from growth to sustainability”, and we 
actively revisit the extent to which our community or enterprise is modelled on nature, and thereby 
sustainable and restorative, building up human, natural and financial capital in parallel. The role 
models in the “western” realm are the sustainable enterprise (e.g., Interface in the USA) and the 
sustainable bank (e.g., Triodos from the Netherlands) – (12).  
 

https://kestavakehitys.fi/en/commitment2050
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/126029?locale=sl
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/126029?locale=sl
https://www.trans-4-m.com/transformation-innovation-book-series/integral-development/
https://www.trans-4-m.com/transformation-innovation-book-series/integral-development/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/127120
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/127120
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While integral economic paths were initially conceptualised for enterprises and communities, the 
book Integral Green Slovenia (Piciga, Lessem & Schieffer, 2016) introduces the concept of smart 
specialisation of EU policies for SD (07) on the national level. We are applying it in the 3x30 series 
for developing the Integral Green Europe model. The EU policies for the transition to a green (low-
carbon, circular, bio- & blue) economy form the major part of the 2019 Green Deal strategic 
program, many being designed and put in practice much earlier.  
 
To continue. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 42. A Life-based Living Economy with 
Sust. Enterprises & Green Economy for an Integral Green Europe – 2 (21/10/2021) 
 
Cont’d from 3x30/41, 20/10/2021:  
 
The 2050 goal for an Integral Green Europe in the “western” realm is global spearheading in green 
economy with strongly prevalent permanent, green, and decent jobs (18). The “western” agendas for 
low-carbon, circular, bio- & blue economy, adopted and being delivered within the European Green 
Deal framework (https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en), 
have ambitious targets for the “southern” nature conservation and environment protection. 
Environmental targets are considered as economic opportunities. Low-carbon technologies and 
practices such as Renewable Energy Sources (RES), Energy Efficiency (EE), and energy 
management have particularly flourished over the last decade, with RES already being economically 
more viable than fossil and nuclear sources. Zero carbon emissions and zero waste concepts, and 
green restructuring are replacing traditional industrial models. Bio-based materials are replacing 
petroleum-based polymers (e.g., mycelium-based packaging). Etc.  
 
While Europe neglected development of electric mobility and batteries for energy storage (similarly 
to lagging behind Asia and North America in digitalisation), massive financial sources are now 
backing innovations in these areas, as well as development of promising hydrogen technologies. 
Shares of local, national, regional, and EU budgets for sustainability transitions, green development, 
and green recovery are increasing.  
 
To continue. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 43. A Life-based Living Economy with 
Sust. Enterprises & Green Economy for an Integral Green Europe – 3 (22/10/2021) 
 
Cont’d from 3x30/42, 21/10/2021:  
 
Once again, we will point to the necessity of integrating perspectives and applying a more holistic, 
trans-sectoral (“eastern”) approach in transitions to a green economy. An example of this approach, 
which is becoming increasingly feasible and accessible, is the sustainable energy cycle: installation 
of photovoltaic panels on buildings and other built-up surfaces, in connection with electro-mobility 
and distributed storage in batteries (as proposed in 2018: https://eauto.si/en/projects/the-vision/).  
 
A more holistic approach, smart integration of EU policies, can also be beneficial in acquiring 
necessary financial support for sustainability transitions – smart combination of various EU 

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/128437
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/128437
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/129988
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/129988
https://eauto.si/en/projects/the-vision/
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programmes, from traditional cohesion, rural, environmental, R&I, …, to NextGenerationEU, a new 
temporary instrument for the post-COVID-19 recovery, and national, local and private funds.  
 
Values of social responsibility (SR) and sustainability are a powerful integrating potential of the 
Integral Green Europe model (19&20). And the already operationalised corporate social 
responsibility (CSR) is a key potential for the “western” life-based living economy. It is established 
as an official EU policy, with the strategy, actions plans… (COM(2011) 681 final, etc.). In 2011, the 
EU’s reason for it was explicit: SR is beneficial to companies (their competitiveness), humans, and 
the entire society; SR opens the way out of the then-current socio-economic crisis. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 44. COP26: UBUNTU. It is not about 
Happiness Anymore. It is about Survival - of Present Generations. (23/10/2021) 
 
An anthropologist proposed a game to children in an African tribe. He put a basket of sweet fruits 
near a tree and told the children whoever got there first won the sweet fruits. When he told them to 
run, they all took each other’s hands and ran together, then sat together enjoying their treats. When 
he asked them why they had run together like that as one could have had all the fruits for himself, 
they said: 'UBUNTU. How can one of us be happy if all the other ones are sad?' 
(https://jamesclear.com/how-can-i-be-happy-if-you-are-sad; 3x30/22)  
 
Following the Integral Worlds (IW) approach to solving global challenges, as proposed in the 3x30 
series, we can conclude that Ubuntu is urgently needed for coping with climate change (CC) at the 
COP26 summit in Glasgow starting in 8 days. However, it is not about happiness and good life 
anymore. In the case of CC, it is about survival. And it is not about future generations only; in many 
countries and areas, the survival of present generations is already at risk.  
 
In economic science, the TRAGEDY OF THE COMMONS (for explanation: Wikipedia) is what we 
witness now in relation to CC. On the other hand, many examples have existed and still do exist 
where members of a community with regulated access to a common resource co-operate to exploit 
those resources prudently without collapse (e.g., the “Commons” – 14). The IW approach can help 
us to draw systematically on potentials from all four integral “worlds”, including cultural heritage. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 45. Overview of the First Part of the 
Series on Integral Green Europe and a Look Ahead (24/10/2021) 
 
The 3x30 series that started with Sept. 10 on the Conference on the Future of Europe platform, one 
post per day, proposes a holistic model for a sustainable European path. The 44 contributions about 
an Integral Green Europe (IGE) model explain and apply the Integral Worlds (IW) model in 
cooperation with its authors Ronnie Lessem and Alexander Schieffer (Trans4m Center for Integral 
Development) and Slovenian integral thinkers (e.g., Matjaž Mulej and Nevenka Bogataj).  
 
A short overview of the 44 posts (assembled in 1 file: http://integralna-zelena-slovenija.si/en/ig-
europe/):  
- The basics of the IW approach (post No 2-4) and Integral Economics (10-13);  
- The IGE model: the EU priorities (6), the 2050 vision (17-18) & potentials, policies listed 
according to the GENE model (moral core: 19-20; 4 “worlds”: 22-43);  

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/130351
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/130351
https://jamesclear.com/how-can-i-be-happy-if-you-are-sad
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/131342
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/131342
http://integralna-zelena-slovenija.si/en/ig-europe/
http://integralna-zelena-slovenija.si/en/ig-europe/
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- SD concept & implementation deficit (1, 5, 9) and the need for a more holistic approach, systematic 
inclusion of community & culture (7&8, 14-16, 22, 44). 
 
In the 2nd half of the series, the emphasis will be on an integral approach to education and good 
practices of sustainable development from Slovenia, Europe and other world regions as presented in 
Integral Green Slovenia publications and events (http://integralna-zelena-slovenija.si/en/) and on the 
Trans4m website (https://www.trans-4-m.com/). Europe has to learn from other cultures to Navigate 
SD globally and to cope with its own challenges (e.g., migrant crisis, overuse of natural resources, 
biodiversity loss). 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 46. Integral Green Europe: Learning 
from Nature for a Harmonic Relationship with Nature (25/10/2021) 
 
After introducing, in the 1st half of the 3x30 series, the Integral Green Europe (IGE) model, the 2nd 
part will be mostly about learning for action. Several good practices will lead us to in-depth 
understanding of the Integral Worlds (IW) framework and to its implementation.  
 
We have already mentioned the Nordic life-mimicking economic approach (39).  
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/mono/10.4324/9781003109877/economies-mimic-life-joseph-
bragdon  
 
According to Ray Anderson, founder and CEO of Interface (more about it later), our role model of 
the “western” living life-based economy (12), the Sustainable Enterprise is a restorative Enterprise, 
modelled after Nature (often inspired by Biomimicry). 
 
In agriculture, the THREE SISTERS (also: companion planting, symbiotic plant complex) is a 
technique of growing together 3 crops (pumpkin, corn, & climbing beans) that all benefit by being 
grown together. Basically, the cornstalk serves as a trellis for the beans to climb, the beans fix 
nitrogen in the soil and their twining vines stabilize the maize in high winds, and the wide leaves of 
the squash plant shade the ground, keeping the soil moist and helping prevent the establishment of 
weeds. It is a traditional practice of American Indigenous peoples. One Indian tribe added a “fourth 
Sister", Rocky Mountain bee plant which attracts bees to help pollinate the beans and squash. (More: 
in Wikipedia) 
 
Overlooking COP26: Let us support each other as the Three Sisters do! IW can help. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 47. Close to Nature Forestry Providing 
Multiple Ecosystem Functions Services (Jernej Stritih) (26/10/2021) 
 
Forests provide numerous ecosystem services. The forest cover in the EU varies from about 11% in 
the Netherlands to around 60% in Finland, Sweden, and Slovenia.  
 
Slovenia practices close-to-nature forestry, a management approach treating forest as an ecosystem 
with multiple functions, achieving the management objectives with minimum intervention, with 
natural tree populations, using ongoing processes and existing structures.  
 

http://integralna-zelena-slovenija.si/en/
https://www.trans-4-m.com/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/132331
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/132331
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/mono/10.4324/9781003109877/economies-mimic-life-joseph-bragdon
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/mono/10.4324/9781003109877/economies-mimic-life-joseph-bragdon
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/133420
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/133420
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The approach started with one of the globally first afforestation projects on Karst around 1850, 
introduction of continuous cover forestry and land privatisation. Building on this experience, clear 
cutting was banned and a comprehensive forest management planning was introduced during the 
socialism. Forest cover of Slovenia almost doubled from 36% in 1875 to 58.5% in 2010, and the 
stocking density is now over 300 cubic metres per hectare on average. 
 
Forests now provide a multitude of ecosystem services to Slovenian society, including production of 
timber, non-timber products, nature conservation and recreation, as well as carbon sink. Most forests 
are privately owned, but they are accessible to everyone. The public Forest Service takes care of the 
sustainability of both state and private forests. Only about half of the increment is being harvested as 
timber, and biodiversity of mixed forests is high.  
 
This is an example, how economic, conservation and social objectives can be achieved at the same 
time in the same place with sustainability in mind.  
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 48. Community Actions for Nature and 
Environment Protection – a »Southern« Integral Green Europe Approach 
(27/10/2021) 
 
The Central European tradition of close-to-nature forestry practiced in Slovenia (3x30/No47), is one 
of the oldest successful professional approaches to securing sustainability. It is inspired by the 
mountain ecosystems and the culture of the Alps, including land use practices, technologies and 
community organisation. The mountain culture is based on the combination of strong mutual 
solidarity and individual responsibility of community members in fulfilling their roles.  
 
Generating common understanding and inviting the relevant stakeholders plays an important role in 
collaborative conservation of Natura 2000 sites. The ECO-SMART project within the Interreg V-A 
Italy –Slovenia Programme (https://www.ita-slo.eu/en/eco-smart) focuses on climate adaptation 
through innovative schemes of payments for ecosystem services of coastal areas. Adaptation plans 
are being developed through capacity building and co-creation of nature-based solutions with 
stakeholders in the community. 
 
The principles of community conservation are also being applied in EU and MS funded development 
projects outside EU. The Eco-Corridors Fund in the Caucasus (https://www.ecfcaucasus.org/, chief 
advisor: Stritih) is aimed at preserving large, sustainably used landscapes connecting various 
protected areas in the Southern Caucasus through introduction of EU-like contractual nature 
conservation measures. Within this framework, the Slovenian approach to the close-to-nature 
forestry (47) is also being transferred. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 49. Community-Based Management of 
Life Resources for Achieving SDGs, Including 13 Climate Action (28/10/2021) 
 
In exploring good practices of the “southern” integral green approach that contribute to the 
implementation of SDG 13, we pointed to the potentials of forests as CO2 sink (3x30/No47). The 
ECO-SMART project (48) highlights the importance of coastal wetlands and oceans as well (e.g., 
https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/ecosystems/coastal-blue-carbon/). At the dawn of yet another world 

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/134817
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/134817
https://www.ita-slo.eu/en/eco-smart
https://www.ecfcaucasus.org/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/135964
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/135964
https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/ecosystems/coastal-blue-carbon/
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summit on climate change (i.e., COP26), we are further exploring possibilities of community 
engagement for nature conservation and the transition to a low-carbon, circular and bio-society. 
 
Many large and small communities across Europe are once again turning to resources in their own 
environment and to people – from regions to cities, neighbourhoods and urban communities – using 
community-based and participatory management approaches for the balanced achievement of SDGs 
in all three dimensions. 
 
In Slovenia, NGOs Focus and Umanotera are conducting community-based projects entitled 
"Enough for All" (https://dovoljzavse.si/): collecting and presenting Slovenian potentials and good 
practices in this field, cooperating with communities, and creating manuals for implementation of 
community projects, etc. Examples: community (COMM) space, COMM garden, COMM solar 
power plant, COMM solutions for sustainable mobility, dispersed hotel, housing cooperative, 
COMM composting, library of things, greening the municipal budget, participatory budgeting and 
decision-making, self-organized local and neighbourhood COMMs. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 50. Slovenia’s Nature the Key for an 
Integral Economic Path. What about the Community Management Tradition? 
(29/10/2021) 
 
Slovenia’s nature underlies a national SD path. Well-preserved nature, great biodiversity and 
diversity of landscape, rich animal and plant life, the richness of its waters, vast woodlands, and a 
great variety of cultural landscapes are the most prominent and internationally valued characteristics 
of Slovenia. Its natural endowment has been enhanced by a tradition of close-to-nature forest 
management (3x30/No47) and by low-intensity farming. 
 
It is not surprising, then, that Slovenia’s brand “I FEEL SLOVENIA” emphasizes that organic 
development is unanimously supported by Slovenians and expresses our mission as “Slovenia is 
moving forward with nature”, revealed also with the statement: “... A memory of Slovenia combines 
the smell of a forest, a babbling brook, a surprising taste of water, and the softness of wood. We feel 
Slovenia.” (https://www.slovenia.info/en/business/slovenian-tourist-board/i-feel-slovenia)  
 
In fact, the journey of a Slovenian community towards an integral green economy and society can be 
traced back to the principality of Carantania. The ancient ritual of installing its dukes in the Early 
Middle Ages attributed the power to rulers not from God or via inheritance, but from (the 
representatives of) the people, during the period from 664 until 1414. This democratic ceremony 
was, more than three centuries later, allegedly drawn on during the creation of the US constitution. 
 
https://www.trans-4-m.com/integral-green-book-series/integral-green-slovenia-2/ 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 51. Organic Farming: The Unrealised 
Potential for an Integral Green Europe. Small Family-Owned Farms! (30/10/2021) 
 
Sustainable practices in forestry and agriculture are indispensable for the “southern” path of 
community-based self-sufficiency in the Integral Green Europe model (3x30/No22-25, 47-50). As 
noted in the EU Action Plan for the development of organic production (a recent Green Deal 
document), its unrealised potential is huge: presently, only about 8.5% of EU's agricultural area is 

https://dovoljzavse.si/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/136852
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/136852
https://www.slovenia.info/en/business/slovenian-tourist-board/i-feel-slovenia
https://www.trans-4-m.com/integral-green-book-series/integral-green-slovenia-2/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/137026
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/137026
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farmed organically. Organic production comes with a number of important benefits for biodiversity, 
farmed animals, farmers, and consumers.  
(https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_1275) 
 
As summarised by Martina Bavec in the book Integral Green Slovenia, org. farming contributes to 
the development of the agricultural sector in the EU in a way that is more territorially and 
environmentally balanced, climate friendly and resilient, and competitive and innovative; it 
contributes to the development of rural territories. It is possible to design farming systems that are 
simultaneously productive and that maintain or enhance the provisioning of ecosystem services, not 
to mention the high quality of organic food and its added value. Bavec emphasizes the need for 
greater support to small, mainly family farms (globally, smallholders provide +80% of the consumed 
food!), promotes collaboration/networking on social economy principles, and proposes solutions that 
respect and build on cultural and natural heritage. 
 
https://www.trans-4-m.com/integral-green-book-series/integral-green-slovenia-2/ 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 52. Mushrooming Multitude of Initiatives 
and Movements Paving the Way towards Local Food Self-Sufficiency (31/10/2021) 
 
Organic farming is the unrealised potential for an Integral Green Europe (3x30/No51), and with its 
high-quality food products & added value primarily for the domestic market and tourist consumption 
particularly important for Slovenia. Our agriculture, based on small, mainly family farms, is unable 
to compete with cheaper production from other countries due to the natural conditions and the 
agricultural structure. How this potential can be unleashed is illustrated in the Integral Green 
Slovenia book and in collections of best practices (e.g., https://dovoljzavse.si, No49; 
http://www.slovenija-co2.si/) by traditionally organised eco-farms and promising cases of 
community urban eco-gardens, farming partnerships, cooperatives and social enterprises, civil 
initiatives, etc. 
 
Collaborative and participatory socio-economic practices are flourishing in Slovenia and all over the 
continent, many operating within European or global movements and networks. They pave the way 
towards local food self-sufficiency and a widespread understanding of the social, cultural, and 
economic benefits of org. farming. 
 
They can also be supported through various EU instruments and initiatives. E.g.: The Cooperative 
Dobrina was established on the principles of social entrepreneurship 10 yrs ago and became part of 
the Urban Furrows project of Slovenia’s 2nd largest city, Maribor, as the Cultural Capital of Europe 
in 2012. 
 
https://www.trans-4-m.com/integral-green-book-series/integral-green-slovenia-2/, Ch2 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 53. Community Practices in Sustainable 
Tourism – From Grounding to Emerging on the Integral Green Path - 1 
(01/11/2021) 
 
Organic farming can boost local food self-sufficiency (3x30/No51&52). Community management of 
natural resources can be exercised in other areas as well, as is the case with CAAP (52) that supports 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_1275
https://www.trans-4-m.com/integral-green-book-series/integral-green-slovenia-2/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/137314
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/137314
https://dovoljzavse.si/
http://www.slovenija-co2.si/
https://www.trans-4-m.com/integral-green-book-series/integral-green-slovenia-2/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/137744
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/137744
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new practices of self-supply also in housing, services, and mobility. The Enough for All project (49) 
covers an even larger set of areas, e.g. dispersed hotels. 
 
Sust. tourism is an economic activity that connects communities and opens them up to the world, 
building on local natural and cultural heritage, and as such we consider it under the “eastern” integral 
green path. During the last few years, major travel guides have praised emerging (mainly in Europe 
and Asia) dispersed or scattered hotels for their sustainability. The trend is based on a typically 
Italian concept known as 'albergo diffuso' - essentially apartments or small homes throughout a 
town/village that share one central reception office and general amenities and are based on local 
heritage and tradition (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albergo_Diffuso). Located off-the-beaten-path 
and immersed in nature, the properties guaranteed social distancing thus contributing to the tourist 
visit during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Although such recently found their way to Slovenia, too, the case of the Alpine region Solčavsko 
demonstrates the success of comparable earlier form of local landowners managing, since 1992, the 
protected tourist site Logarska Valley, one of the most beautiful Alpine glacial valleys in Europe. 
 
To continue. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 54. Community Practices in Sustainable 
Tourism – From Grounding to Emerging on the Integral Green Path - 2 
(02/11/2021) 
 
Cont’d from 3x30/53, 01/11/2021: 
 
Increased numbers of tourists are often the biggest threat to the preservation of our most beautiful 
and biologically most important areas (e.g., https://www.wwfadria.org/what_we_do/tourism/). For 
Slovenia, with protected areas and/or Natura 2000 sites covering 41.4% of its territory and preserved 
nature (3x30/No50) being among the key reasons for tourist visits, hence sust. tourism is a necessity. 
 
Solčavsko is in the book Integral Green Slovenia depicted as a specific illustration of an integral 
green economy (Ch. 5). Its historical lesson of Landscape Park establishment in 1992 as the response 
to masses of careless visitors lead, as early as 2009, to become the EDEN destination (15) for their 
successful management of the protected area. Their slogan “Nature and heritage are not here to be 
changed, but to change us.” accounted motivation for the community and its development based on 
Solčavsko’s sustainability orientation, expressed with sustainable lifestyle, strengthened through 
external expert support and through the release of internal innovation potential (taking small and 
moderate steps in innovating, as common in the Alpine region). Entrepreneurship was geared 
towards creating green jobs, on the basis of adding value to supply chains (wood, wool and food), 
and connections with eco-tourism. Study circles connected people to seek development 
opportunities.  
https://www.trans-4-m.com/integral-green-book-series/integral-green-slovenia-2/ 
 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albergo_Diffuso
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/138601?order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/138601?order=recent
https://www.wwfadria.org/what_we_do/tourism/
https://www.trans-4-m.com/integral-green-book-series/integral-green-slovenia-2/
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3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 55. Study Circles – a European Adult 
Learning Method that Supports Integral Local Development (03/11/2021) 
 
 
Explaining successes of complex sust. cases like Solčavsko (3x30/53&54) requires a holistic 
conceptual framework as proposed in this series (see No45 for the overview). Smart integration of 
several EU policies and cross-European cooperation are among decisive factors in these processes.  
 
Study Circle (SC) is a method of adult education that has spread across Europe from Sweden, where 
it has been used for over a century and nearly 2 mil people benefit from it every year. In Slovenia, it 
is offered since the country’s independence in 1992 and motivation to attend is constantly high 
(https://www.acs.si/en/projects/national/study-circles/). As a non-formal form, SCs are based on 
freedom with regard to almost all educational features (topic, place, pace, intensity, etc.) but are 
regularly monitored and supported by the state under certain conditions (licensed leaders, 
documentation and publicity of results). They are aimed at facilitating joint learning in small groups 
that meet regularly, with important outcomes: local development, critical thinking, social cohesion, 
heritage transmission and adaptation to changes. 
 
SCs were beneficial also in the case of Solčavsko. In 2004, the first SC there was provided in the 
upper area of the valley to scattered farms along the panoramic road, aimed at preservation, revival 
and development of the natural, cultural and ethnological heritage of the area (e.g. the heritage of 
mountain close-to-nature forestry - 47). Several others followed. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 56. Cases of the “Eastern” Culture-Based 
Developmental Path in Slovenia, for Europe and the World (04/11/2021) 
 
Culture (heritage & modern, own & other’s) and spirituality, creativity and art with new insights, 
holism, and continuous development are the key themes of the ‘eastern’ culture-based developmental 
economy (3x30/No25-28). Potentials of cultural heritage (including nature) and exchange were 
instrumental in integral cases, from smaller communities (e.g., Ekoci with its Seed Baton, movement 
for planting, exchange and conservation of indigenous and traditional varieties of seeds) to 
municipalities and regions, as explained in the Integral Green Slovenia book and at Integral Green 
Economy conferences (http://integralna-zelena-slovenija.si/en/process-and-events/). 
 
Building on “southern” and “eastern” integral potentials is helping Slovenia on the path towards 
SDGs (https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/memberstates/slovenia), to be recommended by world 
tourist guides (https://www.slovenia.info/en), and to become the European Region of Gastronomy 
2021 (https://www.europeanregionofgastronomy.org/platform/slovenia-2021/). 
 
The human community is struggling with global challenges, from climate change to COVID-19 
pandemic, migrations, and armed conflicts. It is evident that established mechanisms, such as 
UNFCCC and global summits (e.g., the current COP26) are not sufficient. Inviting artistic insights 
and perspectives such as Geoculture, originating from Slovenia (28; 
http://www.markopogacnik.com/?page_id=256), can open up new perspectives in resolving the 
present and future crises. 
 
 

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/139921?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/139921?locale=sl&order=recent
https://www.acs.si/en/projects/national/study-circles/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/140878
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/140878
http://integralna-zelena-slovenija.si/en/process-and-events/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/memberstates/slovenia
https://www.slovenia.info/en
https://www.europeanregionofgastronomy.org/platform/slovenia-2021/
http://www.markopogacnik.com/?page_id=256
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3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 57. Building on the Wisdom of the Earth 
and Ancient European Cultures for a Sust. Living (Pogačnik & Lavins) (05/11/2021) 
 
Science and arts are two equally important halves of the European culture. Art is capable of 
essentially complementing science and its rational approach providing that it develops the intuitive 
sensibility towards the wisdom of the Earth and its beings, the communication with the intelligence 
of the Earth (3x30/No28&56). On this basis, a 2-year education has been evolved in the framework 
of the Hagia Chora School (D) and VITAAA Association (SI). It is the experience of the elementary 
consciousness and beauty issuing from Nature and the core of the Earth that are capable of 
transmuting the causes that push life to the brink of existence. 
 
Over the centuries, European culture has developed an anthropocentric approach to the world. For 
the old European traditions, however, space was a living organism, full of vital energy and having a 
spiritual dimension, too. The spirit of a place (genius locus) was worshipped by the Etruscans. The 
heritage of Europe and Slovenia is rich with traditional models, now being discovered in modern 
geomantic research. Through their Anima Mundi Centre for Integrated Development, Karin and Robi 
Lavin have introduced an innovative dev. model for generating various forms of SD, taking into 
account the vital energy properties of physical space, and applied it in different educational, societal, 
and enterprise-based projects, including new forms of green tourism.  
https://www.geomantija.si/geomancy/project-open-learning-environment-for-all-generations.html 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 58. The New European Bauhaus and 
Faculty of Design on the “Eastern” Path to an Integral Green Europe (06/11/2021) 
 
In their planning of settlements, ancient cultures and also Europe in the Middle Ages regarded the 
vital energy of physical space, thereby ensuring its flow and the health of the landscape 
(3x30/No57). 
 
Transformations of places on the ground are – interconnected with transformations of the 
environment that enables innovation and of our perspectives and way of thinking – also the focus of 
the New European Bauhaus (NEB) movement, initiated by the Commission (https://europa.eu/new-
european-bauhaus/index_en) and modeled on the influential design school. It is imagined as a new 
cultural project for Europe, based on sustainability, inclusiveness, and aesthetics, a co-creation space, 
and a driving force to bring the European Green Deal to life in an attractive, innovative, and human-
centred way. The initiative's approach is multi-level from global to local, participatory, and 
transdisciplinary. 
 
Co-creation will remain essential; therefore, the initiative will be implemented through the growing 
NEB Community of committed individuals, organisations, and authorities. It is not surprising that the 
Faculty of Design – FD (https://fd.si/?lang=en) is among a few members of this community from 
Slovenia: they strongly believe that design is fundamental to all human activity and designers have 
the potential to act as trans-disciplinary integrators and facilitators. For FD, design tends to focus on 
how the world could be in the future and proposes feasible pathways to create such a future. 
 
 
 
 

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/141769
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/141769
https://www.geomantija.si/geomancy/project-open-learning-environment-for-all-generations.html
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/142165?locale=sl&order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/142165?locale=sl&order=recent
https://europa.eu/new-european-bauhaus/index_en
https://europa.eu/new-european-bauhaus/index_en
https://fd.si/?lang=en
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3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 59. From “Eastern” to “Northern” Int. 
Worlds: Eco-Design Meets Eco-Science to Accelerate Sust. Transitions (07/11/2021) 
 
Several qualities of the Integral Green Europe model (see No45 for the overview) are already smartly 
integrated into the New European Bauhaus (NEB) initiative. In the previous post (58) we revealed 
those that belong mainly to the “southern” and “eastern” worlds. Furthermore, the NEB is:  
– intended for accelerating the transformation of various economic sectors and is supported through 
the combination of several EU financing instruments (integral “west”),  
– a bridge between the world of science and technology (»north«) and the world of art and culture 
(»east«). 
 
The Faculty of Design (58), too, further develops the connections between science, development, and 
art, also to use design as a tool for user-centred and market-driven innovation in all sectors of the 
economy.  
 
InnoRenew CoE (Centre of Excellence; https://innorenew.eu/) is another NEB member from 
Slovenia: they see solutions to the climate crisis in the science of buildings and materials, being at 
the same time aware of many challenges in this field. Confronting these challenges through 
interdisciplinary science will allow them to construct a built environment that is sustainable, healthy 
and supports society’s growing need for advanced building and renovation techniques. With the goal 
of transferring scientific knowledge into industrial practice, they focus on innovative approaches to 
wood (the strategic resource for Slovenia!) – wood modification and restorative environmental and 
ergonomic design (REED). 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 60. Knowledge for Action — for 
Implementation of European Green Deal and 8th Environment Action Programme 
(08/11/2021) 
 
A comprehensive overview of the trend towards more integrated and holistic (trans-disciplinary and 
trans-sectoral) approaches in EU policies (illustrated with cases in posts No58&59) is available in the 
recent EEA report KNOWLEDGE FOR ACTION. It emphasizes the urgent need for going beyond 
creating knowledge about the world to rapidly creating the wisdom about how to act appropriately. 
 
The Green Deal with its associated strategies and the proposal for an 8th Environment Action 
Programme already reflect the need for systemic change presented in SOER 2020 (18&32). In key 
policy areas (biodiversity, climate change, circular economy, human health, sustainability) a broader 
system perspective and departure from silo-based approaches prevail, with stronger integration of 
environmental, social, and economic objectives – i.a., financial investments (e.g. for biodiversity), 
social justice (e.g. for climate adaptation) and behavioural change (e.g. for mobility). The degree to 
which these ambitions have been translated into more defined or quantitative targets (more detailed 
policy responses) rather varies. There is also a strong need to invest in developing solutions-oriented 
knowledge (e.g. considering ‘resource nexus’) and to better understand how to strengthen knowledge 
development, uptake, and use. 
 
From the Integral Worlds perspective (see No45 for review), the cultural dimension should be 
systematically considered, too. 
 
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/knowledge-for-action 

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/143026?order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/143026?order=recent
https://innorenew.eu/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/144508
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/144508
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/knowledge-for-action
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3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 61. Inter-disciplinary Approach and 
Partnership with Nature in Humanities to Survive the Anthropocene (09/11/2021) 
 
The path towards consideration of the whole knowledge system that links science with policy and 
action (3x30/No60) and disrupting pre-existing structural obstacles and perceptions of the more-
than-human world as “resource” or “environmental service provider”(e.g., 09) is evident from new 
developments in humanities, too, as illustrated by the case of Surviving the Anthropocene through 
Inventing New Ecological Justice and Biosocial Philosophical Literacy project (https://www.zrs-
kp.si/index.php/en/antropocene/). It aims to resolve the perceived clash between culture, nature, 
ethics, and policy in the Anthropocene through a critical inter-disciplinary approach. Bringing 
together innovative global/local expertise in philosophy and pedagogy, ecofeminism, policy, 
theology, biosocial cultural studies, and theories and practices of embodied critical thinking 
contributes to configuring equitable and realistic ways for life on earth to survive the Anthropocene. 
The natural environment is understood as a sentient partner with inherent values beyond purely 
commodification and economic frameworks (see also No28&57). 
 
Projects’ objectives are connected:  
- with water (to understand it more holistically and to enact water literacy) - particularly relevant for 
Slovenia, rich in waters (50),  
- and with the advancement of ecological restorative justice and intersubjective ethics (can relate to 
the integral moral core), an innovative, inclusive ecopedagogical approach being a critical aspect. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 62. How to Empower Learners for a 
Holistic Sustainable Action? Integral Worlds Can Help. (10/11/2021) 
 
With the Integral Green Europe model, we envisage the EU as the globally leading space of integral 
R&D&I, as well as of learning for SD (3x30/No29, 08/10/2021). 
 
Strategies on Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) by UNESCO, UNECE, and others 
strongly promote interdisciplinary and holistic approaches to such education as keys to the 
advancement of SD theory and practice on the planet. We have already illustrated the 
complementarity between the Integral Worlds (IW) approach and those cutting-edge ESD strategies 
(30&31). Moreover, the IW approach has the potential to enrich and enhance ESD strategies by, i.a.:  
- starting with the nature and community of a particular place. Thereby, ESD as an integral 
framework, would be particularly directed to the key developmental issues that participating 
individuals, organisations, and communities are concerned with;  
- seeing culture as the main source and resource to release the unique creative spirit of individuals 
and society;  
- and stimulating interaction between all knowledge and action fields: it regards ESD holistically, 
engaging simultaneously with all fields (from nature and community to economics and enterprise) 
that are activated in a way that they mutually reinforce each other. 
 
In the following posts, the integral ESD model will be explained and illustrated with practice cases 
from the volume Integral Green Slovenia (Piciga et al., 2016). 
 
https://www.trans-4-m.com/integral-green-book-series/integral-green-slovenia-2/ 

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/145993
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/145993
https://www.zrs-kp.si/index.php/en/antropocene/
https://www.zrs-kp.si/index.php/en/antropocene/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/147313
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/147313
https://www.trans-4-m.com/integral-green-book-series/integral-green-slovenia-2/
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3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 63. BC Naklo: an Integral Green Model of 
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) in Practice -1 (11/11/2021) 
 
In this Idea we meet the Biotechnical Centre Naklo (BC Naklo), a respected educational institution 
located in North-West of Slovenia that has developed a comprehensive integral perspective, 
incorporating all its highly diverse fields of activities (http://www.bc-naklo.si/en/). It is uniquely 
positioned as a catalytic agency, because it is simultaneously a school (secondary and higher 
vocational college), a technology transfer and applied research institute, an adult education centre, 
and an educational commercial organic farm, well connected with the local community. Moreover, 
its research activities involve a large network of international collaborations, whereby nature and 
culture are again linked with science and enterprise. 
 
In the Inter-enterprise Education Centre (with the help of project and research work) BC Naklo is 
developing an infrastructure that will continue to enable the implementation of practical content in 
real conditions. Polygons – e.g., school property, workshops, laboratories, greenhouses, shops – 
enable the active role of participants in the entire process from conceptual design to implementation 
and sale of products or services in the market. They are also officially recognised (e.g., ecological 
certificate). 
 
BC Naklo serves to embody ESD (3x30/62) at its best. For not only are children, youth and adults 
being educated about SD, but the institution itself is a model of such, ecologically and culturally, 
technologically and economically. 
 
To continue. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 64. BC Naklo: an Integral Green Model of 
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) in Practice - 2 (CARE) (12/11/2021) 
 
Cont’d from 3x30/63, 11/11/2021: 
 
The Integral Worlds approach (its review: 3x30/No45) consists of several widely applicable 
principles and concepts. Regarding transformative processes, Schieffer and Lessem also introduced 
CARE-ing Education and Research (https://www.trans-4-m.com/): cutting-edge educational 
providers are required that are able to act as transformative educators, thereby deepening and 
leveraging the integral green vision and providing active CARE for the society. An integral CARE 
process is defined as:  

C: Community activation  
A: Awakening individual and collective integral consciousness  
R: Research, innovation-driven and institutionalized  
E: Embodying integral development (e.g. via transformative Education and Enterprise)  

aligned with the 4 integral realms of relationship, inspiration, knowledge, and action. 
 
BC Naklo, introduced in post No63, is not only a research and educational institution, but also 
supports and builds on the culture of its community: it is fostering personal, institutional, and socio-
cultural development of community and society at the same time, in line with an integral CARE 
perspective. They realised that if they don’t act in synergy with the community, SMEs, NGOs, and 

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/149095
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/149095
http://www.bc-naklo.si/en/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/150184
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/150184
https://www.trans-4-m.com/
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local authorities (i.a., as activists), it is difficult to promote SD. They purposefully draw on their own 
Slovenian cultural identity, as well as on other cultural knowledge bases. 
 
https://www.trans-4-m.com/integral-green-book-series/integral-green-slovenia-2/, Ch 12 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 65. How Kindergarten Slovenska Bistrica 
is CARE-ing for Children, Employees and the Community (3/11/2021) 
 
Education for an Integral Green Slovenia and Europe begins at an early age. Indeed, Kindergarten 
Oton Župančič Slovenska Bistrica, one of the country’s foremost kindergartens and widely 
recognised for its innovative approach to children’s education and Community engagement, sees 
itself as an active stakeholder in the local community and has developed its own integral CARE 
approach (see also 3x30/64). 
 
The key to its success was the unique combination of visionary leadership, holistic child education, 
continuous staff development, the inclusion of parents and families (of over 1,000 children in several 
units across 4 municipalities), and active community engagement – altogether with a strong link to 
Slovenia’s nature and cultural heritage. Kindergarten, seen as a centre of activity, strengthens 
knowledge and establishes a socially responsible attitude to nature, heritage, and values 
(transformative Education). Their care for nature and themselves, among others: healthy food (e.g., 
local food self-supply, eco-gardens, traditional bread oven), outdoor areas as a second classroom 
(nature as an important teacher), and raising awareness of excessive consumerism. Constant 
evolution: via increasing Awareness, via the sensitisation and progress of individuals to the 
development of the entire community. Their program was upgraded through cooperation in 
numerous projects (innovative social Research). 
 
https://www.trans-4-m.com/integral-green-book-series/integral-green-slovenia-2/, Ch 11 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 66. Dravinja Valley as a Learning Region 
for ESD and the Role of the Self-Sufficiency Centre Dole (Ana Vovk) (14/11/2021) 
 
The Dravinja Valley in eastern Slovenia is being established as a learning region for SD, in line with 
the integral model of Education for SD (see also No31&32, 62-64). These activities are spearheaded 
by Municipality Poljčane with its Nature Development Centre and the Self-Sufficiency Centre Dole 
(recently also international centre), and in cooperation with the Centre for Ecoremediation at the 
University of Maribor (the last two led by Prof Ana Vovk). 
 
During the last decade, conditions for experiential education were established: infrastructure for 
education and research on the real world and environment, about nature (with Natura 2000 areas 
having a key role), ecoremediation, wetlands, climate change adaptation, permaculture, organic 
agriculture, and self-sufficiency. The establishment of the learning region and emphasis on self-
sufficiency opened the opportunity to offer within protected natural locations educational, leisure, 
tourist, cultural (including heritage), environmental, economic and public agricultural programmes to 
the interested public. Key success factors: the characteristics of the Dravinja valley ecosystem are 
taken into account, the local population and organisations participate in the programmes, the learning 
region receives broad support from the municipal administration, cooperation with academia 
contributes the scientific knowledge for practical implementation.  

https://www.trans-4-m.com/integral-green-book-series/integral-green-slovenia-2/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/150943
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/150943
https://www.trans-4-m.com/integral-green-book-series/integral-green-slovenia-2/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/151768
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/151768


36 

 

 
https://www.trans-4-m.com/integral-green-book-series/integral-green-slovenia-2/, Ch 13 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 67. Support for societal renewal in 
developing countries and programs for migrants from these regions (15/11/2021) 
 
Throughout the series “3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia” we explain how by smartly 
integrating multiple potentials for SD and for all four visionary integral green paths the EU can 
become more successful in reaching SDGs – as a globally recognized integral green region (for the 
overview of the Integral Worlds approach, see 3x30/No45). 
 
Building on Europe’s strong potentials for the integral “northern” navigation toward SDGs and a 
knowledge-based social economy (29-39), we propose that an Integral Green Europe works more 
intensely with contributions of other cultures, particularly the wealth and prospects of integral 
thinking and practices that stem from “southern” and “eastern” worlds. Learning from other cultures 
can help Europe Navigate - in partnership with Africa, the Middle East, Asia, and America - SD 
globally which relates to the strategic priority of the actual Commission “A stronger Europe in the 
world” (15/16), and to cope with its own challenges (e.g., migrant crisis, overuse of natural 
resources, biodiversity loss). Furthermore, it would help Europe become the leading global learning 
space for SD, in line with an integrally enriched modern ESD concept that is already being embraced 
(No31&32, 62-66). 
 
Numerous integral impulses for SD already exist in developing countries (15/16). Is Europe ready to 
support such impulses for societal renewal in developing countries? And could they also enrich 
educational and training programs for migrants from these regions? 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 68. Integral Practice Case from Africa: 
The Integral Dimensions of the Integral Kumusha in Zimbabwe - 1 (16/11/2021) 
 
The work of the TRANS4M Center (https://www.trans-4-m.com/), presented also at the integral 
conferences in Slovenia (http://integralna-zelena-slovenija.si/en/process-and-events/), shows that 
numerous integral impulses for SD, emanating from their cultural context, already exist in 
developing countries. A few of them will be presented in the following posts, in view of the 
dilemma: Is Europe ready to support such integral impulses for societal renewal in developing 
countries? (3x30/No67) 
 
Integral Kumusha, Zimbabwe, is a home-grown and home-based enterprise that emerged from 
applying the Integral Worlds approach to a simple homestead with the objective to eradicate poverty, 
hunger and marginalisation among rural people, as an alternative pathway for SD (09). Hailed as a 
national role model, and featured on radio and TV, it aims at transforming the traditional African 
homestead (kumusha) into a vehicle for community economic development. Founded by Dr. Daud 
Taranhike and his wife Christina, and emerging out of an Integral Research process, it embraces the 
following integral design: 
 
CENTRE (Unity): The central force is Ubuntu and traditional Shona values, focussing on people 
living in harmony with nature and emphasising the spirit of oneness, brotherhood and 
interdependence. 

https://www.trans-4-m.com/integral-green-book-series/integral-green-slovenia-2/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/152956
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/152956
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/154012
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/154012
https://www.trans-4-m.com/
http://integralna-zelena-slovenija.si/en/process-and-events/
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SOUTH (Nature&Community): The Integral Kumusha is communally grounded in agricultural 
activities, e.g. traditional crops, horticulture, fruit trees, beekeeping, different herbs, and poultry. 
 
To continue. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 69. Integral Practice Case from Africa: 
The Integral Dimensions of the Integral Kumusha in Zimbabwe - 2 (17/11/2021) 
 
Cont’d from 3x30/68, after outlining the centre and “south” of the Integral Kumusha model: 
 
EAST (Culture&Spirituality): Int. Kumusha combines the preservation of culture with modern ways 
of living in terms of buildings, food, language, communication. It also advocates for a strengthened 
role of women, expressed, in this case, in the Mai (Mother) Chimuti brand. 
 
NORTH (Science&Technology): Int. Kumusha is fusing indigenous and exogenous knowledge 
(nhakanomics research) through the application of appropriate technology - e.g., water harvesting 
through borehole drilling, use of solar energy as RES, use of drip irrigation. 
 
WEST (Enterprise&Economics): Int. Kumusha generates income through selling part of its produce 
thereby creating local employment and nurturing a vibrant village and community economy. 
 
Zimbabwe used to be the bread basket of Africa, unfortunately, it experienced years of socio, cultural 
and economic decline over the last decades. Integral Kumusha is only one of many inspiring 
initiatives within an integral development framework and process mentored by Lessem and Schieffer 
from TRANS4M Center, building on their authentic African and Zimbabwean values and culture. 
More than a dozen of them are depicted in the volume “Integral Green Zimbabwe: An African 
Phoenix Rising” (https://www.trans-4-m.com/integral-green-book-series/integral-green-zimbabwe/), 
including the pioneering case of the Chinyika community that lead to food security for some 300.000 
villagers. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 70. SEKEM, the “Miracle” in the Desert – 
An Integral Human Development Enterprise-Community in Egypt (18/11/2021) 
 
The SEKEM initiative in Egypt (www.sekem.com) is an acknowledged development model that 
integrates sustainable and ethical business with human and ecosystem development in the desert. 
Sustainable biodynamic agriculture and desert reclamation form the basis for SEKEM’s value 
creation and community development. Emerging from the cultural soils of Ancient Egypt and Islam 
and being infused with European culture, its founder Ibrahim Abouleish has formulated an authentic, 
socially innovative and truly integral response of how to address societal challenges. The integral 
functions of SEKEM as an Enterprise-Community mutually reinforce each other: 
 
Profoundly grounded in biodynamic farming and a vision of “greening the desert”, SEKEM’s 
primary emphasis has always been ecology, nature, and community. Consciousness development and 
a connection to a strong vision are essential for SEKEM that comprises several institutions in the 
field of education and art. Heliopolis University for Sustainable Development is an integrated part of 
its institutional ecosystem with its broad spectrum of applied R&D projects. Different centers, e.g. 

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/155398
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/155398
https://www.trans-4-m.com/integral-green-book-series/integral-green-zimbabwe/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/156521
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/156521
http://www.sekem.com/
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the Ecosystem Research Center, help to actualize the vision and develop products and services. Last 
but not least, various healthy businesses grouped under SEKEM Holding form a value chain and 
create products in the field of organic and biodynamic food & beverage, textiles, and 
phytopharmaceuticals following the integral concept of an Economy of Love. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 71. Searching for Contributions to 
Sustainable development Based on Islamic Faith or Consistent with It (19/11/2021) 
 
“SEKEM, a Sustainable Community in the Egyptian Desert” is the autobiographic testimony by Dr 
Ibrahim Abouleish on the unique path of creating this miracle (3x30/No70; www.sekem.com). The 
grains of wisdom revealed to us by this humanist and scientist can help Europe to cope with its 
burning issues, among the most pressing being the need to better understand the Islamic religion and 
cultures. One of the most inspiring parts of his work is about his fight, more than two decades ago, 
against polluters (crop-dusting companies and the chemical industry, threatened by SEKEM’s 
production of organic cotton) and their horrific accusations that the SEKEM workers were the “sun-
worshipers” (which for Muslims is like worshiping Satan for Europeans). Dr Abouleish wisely 
invited prayer leaders from the nearby mosques (who had already started preaching against SEKEM) 
and other influential people to the SEKEM farm. He cited to them verses from Koran including: “We 
are responsible for the earth, the plants and the animals.” And he persuaded deeply religious 
Muslims that the biodynamic farming pursued in SEKEM is genuinely following the Koranic 
teaching.  
 
Integral Worlds approach (the overview in 3x30/No45) can help Europeans to better communicate 
across world cultures and religions, to understand them, and to recognise their relevant impulses and 
initiatives toward SD so as to better cope with the EU burning issues, one of the most demanding 
involving migrants from Islamic backgrounds. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 72. Sarvodaya Shramadana Movement, 
An Integrated Community Development Model that Stood the Test of Times - 1 
(20/11/2021) 
 
After outlining the case of the community-enterprise SEKEM (3x30/70&71), authentically aligned 
with the Koranic teaching, we will continue with a few more integral cases based on the Islamic faith 
or compatible with it (71).  
 
Nurtured by Buddhist philosophy, Gandhian morals, and rich Eastern values 
(https://www.sarvodaya.org/philosophy-and-approach), Sri Lanka’s Sarvodaya Shramadana 
Movement (https://www.sarvodaya.org/) for the past six-decades have been a proven Eastern 
Development approach in addressing a plethora of development challenges faced by diverse 
communities in Sri Lanka. Among them, also the challenge of acquiring interreligious cooperation 
(e.g., among believers of Buddhist, Hindu, Islam, and Roman Catholic religions).  
 
Sarvodaya’s development ideal is a prime benchmark of an abundantly integrated development 
approach that flows through the ‘six-dimensions of awakening’ i.e., spiritual, moral, cultural, social, 
economic, and political expanse, an exemplary model that could be replicated elsewhere in the world 
in the realisation of integral-development solutions leading to the transformation of entire 
communities. Development is realised through a well-planned process that taps into the potential of 

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/158071
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/158071
http://www.sekem.com/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/158764
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/158764
https://www.sarvodaya.org/philosophy-and-approach
https://www.sarvodaya.org/
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individuals as well as inspiring communities to co-create development solutions to the unprecedented 
challenges faced by humanity and the planet, stimulating a community-embedded approach in 
realising the rich wisdom and potential of peoples.  
 
To continue. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 73. Sarvodaya Shramadana Movement, 
An Integrated Community Development Model that Stood the Test of Times - 2 
(21/11/2021) 
 
Cont’d from 3x30/No72: 
 
Sarvodaya has pioneered principles of sustainability in its community development work, decades 
afore the formal genesis of the SDGs. Throughout its existence, Sarvodaya has constituted two key 
institutional aspects i.e., being a ‘Movement’ as well as being an ‘Organisation’. Maintaining this 
dual nature, it has stood the test of time and community validation in the process of developing 
individuals as well as communities, operationalising a proven community embedded process of 
integral development. Sarvodaya is the largest nongovernmental people’s self-help development 
movement in the country, with over 14,000 villages as participants – about half the rural population 
of Sri Lanka – aiming towards the fulfillment of ten basic human needs in a just society: from A 
clean and beautiful environment and Clean drinking water to Holistic education and Satisfaction of 
spiritual, cultural needs and peace building. It is also one of the world’s largest development 
initiatives.  
(http://vrtec-konjice.si/files/2019/12/09-From-Sustainable-Community-Development-to-Societal-
Renewal-Dr-Vinya-Ariyaratne.pdf) 
 
The models of SEKEM and Sarvodaya excel by their holistic approach to sustainable development, a 
characteristic of the “eastern” integral path. At the same time, they contribute to knowledge, ideas, 
and praxis for improving coexistence between diverse communities, cultures as well as religious 
traditions. All very relevant for building an Integral Green Europe. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 74. Akhuwat in Pakistan – Community 
Mobilisation through Brotherhood (Soulidarity) – a Faith-based Solution 
(22/11/2021) 
 
There are many misconceptions and concerns regarding Islamic societies and how Muslim countries 
have failed to come up with their own localised solutions to socio-economic problems in dealing 
with poverty alleviation and societal development. It is possible to show that part of the Islamic 
world can be part of the solution rather than being central to the problem. 
 
Launched in 2001, hundreds of thousands of poor families have been supported through Akhuwat’s 
interest-free (Qard Hasan) microfinance loans. As Akhuwat’s core program, Akhuwat Islamic 
Microfinance (AIM) provides interest-free loans to the underprivileged to enable them in creating 
sustainable pathways out of poverty. With 800+ branches in over 400 cities across Pakistan, AIM is 
the largest interest-free microfinance program in the world. (https://akhuwat.org.pk/) 
 

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/159820
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/159820
http://vrtec-konjice.si/files/2019/12/09-From-Sustainable-Community-Development-to-Societal-Renewal-Dr-Vinya-Ariyaratne.pdf
http://vrtec-konjice.si/files/2019/12/09-From-Sustainable-Community-Development-to-Societal-Renewal-Dr-Vinya-Ariyaratne.pdf
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/160909
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/160909
https://akhuwat.org.pk/
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Akhuwat’s methodology is quite unique in a way that it banks on four benevolent (charity) streams 
running within Muslim communities. Akhuwat has re-gene-rated the spirit of Mawakhat 
(brotherhood/association) which was prevalent in the times of Prophet Muhammad 1400 years ago in 
Arabia. Through this spirit Muslims share their abundance (wealth, belongings) with the most 
needy/migrant people of the community to help them lift themselves out of abject poverty. 
 
The book “Integral Finance – Akhuwat. A Case Study of the Solidarity Economy” by M. A. Saqib 
and A. Malik (Routledge, 2019) explains the Akhuwat model in the framework of the Integral 
Worlds approach. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 75. Humanity already Benefits from 
Grameen Bank, an Integral Role Model, and Social Business by M. Yunus 
(23/11/2021) 
 
Learning from Akhuwat’s four-fold methodology i.e., of harnessing the ever-present and ever-
flowing charity streams in Islamic communities (3x30/No74), also migrant communities could be 
self-sufficient. Other Islamic methods that could be used to re-gene-rate marginalised and 
disadvantaged groups and communities – and thus help Europe cope with its own challenges – are 
available, too. 
 
At the same time, the financial model of the Grameen Bank, Bangladesh, and the social business 
approach, developed by Muhammad Yunus, inspired also by Islamic finance and values, are already 
globally recognised and applied (https://www.muhammadyunus.org/). Yunus was never an Islamist, 
but neither was he willing to give up his culture, his prayers, or respect for the Prophet. He was also 
profoundly connected to and rooted in his Bangladeshi home culture which is also reflected in the 
nature, naming, and orientation of the multiple organisations and businesses that were born from the 
Grameen impulse. 
 
Grameen Bank is a microfinance organisation and community development bank. It provides small 
loans (known as microcredit or "grameencredit") to the impoverished without requiring collateral. It 
originated in a research project in 1976 and started to operate in 1983 as an independent bank. In 
2006, the bank and its founder were jointly awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grameen_Bank  
https://www.trans-4-m.com/transformation-innovation-book-series/integral-economics/ 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 76. Integral Worlds in Practice: The 
MedLabs Laboratories, an Integral Enterprise in the Middle East - 1 (24/11/2021) 
 
Integral Worlds approach (overview in 3x30/No45) helps – due to its transcultural nature – to 
consider sustainable initiatives and models across the globe within a common framework (No. 67-75 
and what follows). SEKEM, Grameen, and Sarvodaya are even recognised as role models for 
“southern” and “eastern” integral economic paths. Buddhist and Islamic, as well as indigenous, 
Catholic, humanistic, etc. economics, can contribute to the moral core of Integral Economics 
(11&12). 
 

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/162131
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/162131
https://www.muhammadyunus.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grameen_Bank
https://www.trans-4-m.com/transformation-innovation-book-series/integral-economics/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/163648
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/163648
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The transformational GENE (Grounding, Emergence, Navigation, Effect; No10, 23, 25&26, 29, 40) 
and CARE (Community, Awareness, Research, Embodiment; 64&65) processes are widely 
applicable not only in different cultural contexts and on all levels (from individual to societal) but 
also in various sectors, from education to finance and business. 
 
MedLabs Consultancy Group (MedLabs Laboratories: https://www.medlabsgroup.com), a Jordanian 
company established in 1993 and now the market leader in laboratory medicine in Jordan and the 
Levant, is successfully pursuing the patient-centric strategy of CARE and empathy and is engaged in 
active Community Building and CSR activities, under the overall vision of Creating a Healthy 
Society in Jordan, Palestine, and Iraq. 
 
The phase of rapid growth led to a slight disconnect between the founders and the high number of 
new recruits and thus a decision to become an integral enterprise was taken at the highest level and 
adopted by every member of the organization. 
 
To continue. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 77. Integral Worlds in Practice: The 
MedLabs Laboratories, an Integral Enterprise in the Middle East - 2 (25/11/2021) 
 
Cont’d from 3x30/No76: 
 
For Medlabs Laboratories, becoming an integral enterprise meant that: 
- Marketing became Community Building – focusing on the human connection both within the 
organization and with patients and society without. 
- Human Resources became Awakening Consciousness – understanding one’s self and finding 
meaning in one’s role at MedLabs. 
- Operations and all the Scientific functions became Research-based Knowledge Creation – adopting 
a deep sense of responsibility of creating knowledge throughout the organization and sharing it with 
the community at large. 
- Finance became Sustainable Enterprise, ensuring that all that MedLabs does is for the long-term 
benefit of the company and the people it serves.  
 
Its most recent integral project is to set up the first Integral Academy to prepare graduates in the field 
of laboratory medicine for work in the lab world, not only in terms of technical skills but also in 
terms of the CARE process. 
 
Jordan is a Muslim country that lives peacefully with its Christian minority (4%) and has accepted 
millions of war refugees from Palestine, Iraq, and Syria. 
http://vrtec-konjice.si/files/2019/12/07A-MedLabs-ASIIL-Slovenia-II.pdf 
 
The TRANS4M integral movement has had a history of co-engagement over two decades in this 
country (https://www.trans-4-m.com/integral-societies/integral-jordan/). Among great integral 
initiatives from Jordan, we will also highlight the educational practice case of the Ahliyyah and 
Mutran schools in Amman. 
 
 

https://www.medlabsgroup.com/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/164737
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/164737
http://vrtec-konjice.si/files/2019/12/07A-MedLabs-ASIIL-Slovenia-II.pdf
https://www.trans-4-m.com/integral-societies/integral-jordan/
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3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 78. An Integral Educational Practice Case 
from Jordan: The Ahliyyah and Mutran Schools in Amman (26/11/2021) 
 
The Ahliyyah and Mutran are two deeply rooted and mission-driven schools that have been 
providing progressive quality education in Jordan since 1926, initially established by the Christian 
Missionary Society (https://ahliyyahmutran.edu.jo/). Today, the two schools aim to empower their 
students through an integral model and transformational journey founded on the following five 
pillars, inspired by the Integral Worlds (IW) approach: Arab Emancipatory Education (North), 
Innovative Learning (West), Wellbeing (East), Community Engagement (South), and Enlightened 
Humanism (Center). The center pillar integrates all the aforementioned pillars, liberating humanity 
and creating spaces that unite us. 
 
Within a comprehensive approach to teaching and learning, Ahliyyah & Mutran seek to provide their 
students with an education that is rooted in the values of their Arab heritage; a heritage that emanates 
from a profound respect for human dignity, service, and ingenuity. The educational model strives to 
open spaces for students to imagine, create and derive meaning from within their Arabic context and 
beyond. It also utilizes education as a means for emancipation. Other features of the schools’ model 
are aligned with the principles of the Education for Sustainable Development, integrally framed (see 
also 3x30/No30&31, 62-66). 
 
The IW approach is a powerful framework for the development of community-rooted models for SD 
– we move to such an enterprise Pax Herbals in Nigeria in the next post. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 79. An Integral Worlds Practice Case 
from Nigeria: Paxherbals – An Integral Enterprise-in-Community (27/11/2021) 
 
What started with Father Anselm Adodo's vision of preserving the neglected indigenous knowledge 
on African Medicine resulted in the establishment of Pax Herbal Clinic and Research Laboratories in 
1996 – for the scientific cultivation, identification, utilisation, and promotion of traditional herbal 
medicine. Located in the St. Benedict Monastery in Ewu, a rural community in Edo State, Mid-west 
Nigeria, Paxherbals became one of the largest phytomedicine research institutes and manufacturers 
of natural supplements in Africa. Embedded in the new philosophy of Communitalism, Paxherbals' 
integral enterprise-in-community model, drawing on the Integral Worlds approach, has put the 
interest of the local community at their centre, showcasing a healing force for people, Nigerian 
society, and Africa. Paxherbals' Mission promotes human health and dignity not just by eradicating 
pain but also by its prevention. This is done by renewing a sense of integral healing, embracing 
Nature, the environment, and our shared humanity. 
 
With over fifty natural supplements approved for public consumption by Nigeria's drug regulatory 
Agency, Paxherbals is a significant employer of labour in the Edo Central part of Edo State, Nigeria. 
Through its integral approach to community transformation and development, Pax is releasing 
Africa's natural, economic, technological, and cultural genius (see the OFIRDI/Pax Africana 
initiative: http://www.paxafricana.org/). 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paxherbals 
 
 

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/166420?order=recent
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/166420?order=recent
https://ahliyyahmutran.edu.jo/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/167377
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/167377
http://www.paxafricana.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paxherbals
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3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 80. Integral Worlds Practice from 
Zimbabwe: “The Providence Way” of Being an Integral Enterprise (28/11/2021) 
 
Zimbabwe is another country with long cooperation with TRANS4M Center (see also 
3x30/No68&69). Providence Human Capital (PHC) is a wholly owned Zimbabwean Integral 
Enterprise, founded in 2013 by Dr Chipo Ndudzo who believes that African enterprises need to go 
through a process of decoloniality from the bondage of the Western system that has enslaved them in 
order to rekindle their indigenous genius. 
 
PHC’s core business is to provide corporate services management, focusing on people solutions. 
Much like Medlabs in Jordan (No76&77), conventional business functions are integrally 
transformed, only in this case embedded in the African-Zimbabwean culture:  
- conventional Marketing function is transformed to a Community Building initiative through its 
Health and Wellness Department (“South”);  
- Human Resources to Conscious Evolution with a leaning towards their African Culture and 
Consciousness (“East”);  
- Operations to Knowledge Creation where the Payroll Department is located with particular 
consideration of both indigenous and exogenous ways to create new knowledge (“North”);  
- Finance function to Sustainable development moving away from the pragmatic bottom-line 
oriented finance (“West”).  
Though their services are still shaped conventionally, their delivery is strongly influenced by the 
philosophy of Hunhu/Ubuntu and guided by their CARE calling and they deliberately chose to value 
the African sanctity of life and to become a moral company.  
https://providencehumancapital.co.zw/ 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 81. With the “Southern” and “Eastern” 
Wisdom towards the Global Leadership of Sustainable Development (29/11/2021) 
 
The 1st half of the 3x30 series presented the Integral Worlds (IW) approach and the proposal for an 
Integral Green Europe, with the oterfaceverview in post No45. In the latter half, the emphasis is on 
an integral approach to education and integral practices of SD, starting with Slovenian and European 
cases of “southern” Grounding and “eastern” Emerging to continue to “northern” Navigation, 
recognising strong European potentials in this respect (see also No29–39). However, the role of 
global Navigation (in partnership with other regions) requires more. 
 
IW approach helps – due to its transcultural nature – to consider sustainable initiatives and models 
across the globe within a common framework; to become aware of own hidden potentials for integral 
development and draw from other cultures; to better communicate and cooperate with other cultures 
for resolving burning issues of Europe and globally (e.g. the migration problem, effectiveness of 
development aid). Hence posts 67– 80 introduced inspiring cases from the “Global South” (also 
integral “east”). 
 
To illustrate: in No22, we stressed that we Europeans need to find and evolve “Ubuntu” in our 
cultural heritage and modern practices. In No44, we connected the Ubuntu values with actual fight 
against climate change. Ubuntu spirit and values are explicitly mentioned in two cases (68&80), 
although implicitly embedded in other models, too. 
 
Now we are moving back to Slovenia and Europe. 

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/168202
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/168202
https://providencehumancapital.co.zw/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/170215
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/170215
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http://integralna-zelena-slovenija.si/en/ig-europe/ 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 82. The GENE Concept (No10) in the 
Case of High-Tech and a Semi-Cooperative Enterprise Domel from Slovenia 
(30/11/2021) 
 
High-tech company Domel (https://www.domel.com/) has built its vision on the values of socially 
responsible and innovative entrepreneurship: creativity and ambition, responsibility and economy, 
respect and cooperation, caring for customers and employees, and loyalty (Moral Economic Core). 
Such values are expressed in a strong connection and integration with the surrounding community, 
caring for its weakest members, and in respect for the natural heritage: Domel is a global player with 
local Grounding (G of GENE). 
 
Enterprise evolution is Emerging from a rich cultural heritage, that has shaped them (such as the iron 
foundry tradition in their town Železniki and cooperative heritage of the company and the region), 
and the company has developed an awareness of the necessity for continuous development. It is 
reflected in the development of new knowledge and emphasis on education (science and technology 
to Navigate their development). Innovations also contribute to greater energy and material efficiency 
of Domel’s products (characteristic of a green economy), and are backed up with an Effective 
business model (finance and enterprise). Effective crisis management and an enhanced market 
position are regarded as cooperative impacts, too. Employee ownership – the battle for the company 
lasted from 1992 to 2010 - borne fruit in the form of a high degree of loyalty, innovation, and 
employee commitment. 
 
https://www.trans-4-m.com/integral-green-book-series/integral-green-slovenia-2/, Ch7 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 83. Historical Inspirations for the Modern 
Social Knowledge-Based Economy in Slovenia and Europe (01/12/2021) 
 
Economic democracy, internal buyouts, cooperatives, social enterprises, etc., reflect the “northern” 
economic path (3x30/33&34). Domel, one of Slovenia’s most prominent high-tech manufacturers 
(82), represents a national prototype of a social knowledge-based economic approach in the Integral 
Green Slovenia model. When Domel first learned about this model, with its GENE concept, they 
became aware that this was how they already operated. Under co-ownership and co-management by 
employees, they lived out their values of social responsibility. The bonds between employees have 
remained strong and played a key role in three major events: a hostile takeover attempt by a 
competitor (1996), catastrophic floods (2007) and the global economic crisis in 2009. 
 
Traditional forms of coops represent in the case of Domel a valuable inspiration and potential for 
social innovation. Similarly, we can also be inspired by great social thinkers of the past, as for 
example Prof Andrej Gosar, a prominent figure in the Slovenian cooperative movement before 
WWII. He foresaw early on the need to change political democracy and the economic system and 
wrote about a new social order in the 1930s, seeking to combine individual economic enterprise and 
communal social values, For Gosar, the foundations of the new social order were personal liberty, 
private property rights, market forces, and strong government regulation. 
 

http://integralna-zelena-slovenija.si/en/ig-europe/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/172459
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/172459
https://www.domel.com/
https://www.trans-4-m.com/integral-green-book-series/integral-green-slovenia-2/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/174142
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/174142
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https://www.trans-4-m.com/integral-green-book-series/integral-green-slovenia-2/, Ch7 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 84. A Modern Social Economy for a 
Positive Social Impact, for Solving Social or Environmental Problems (02/12/2021) 
 
In May 2017, the governments of 11 EU MS, including Slovenia, adopted the Madrid Declaration 
"The Social Economy, a business model for the future of the European Union", calling on the EC for 
a European Action plan and to strengthen the role of social economy (SE; see also 3x30/No35&36). 
During the last decade, SE and social enterprises are flourishing in Slovenia, too, supported i.a. 
through public funding. The Slovenian Forum of Social Entrepreneurship, founded in 2011 on the 
initiative of Tadej Slapnik (now Association Social Economy Slovenia) played a pioneering role in 
this process. 
 
Frane Adam, one of Slovenia’s leading social scientists, and his team build on several examples of 
SE in Slovenia and make the case for a shift in focus within the SE to a particular form of social 
enterprise: newly emerging (micro and small) businesses with a social impact, furthered mostly by 
(highly) educated young people. For Adam and his co-workers, this phenomenon does not have 
much to do with the “classic” type of socially responsible company but is about companies that are 
in their very essence a business model for innovatively solving social or environmental problems, 
creating a positive social impact. 
 
https://www.trans-4-m.com/integral-green-book-series/integral-green-slovenia-2/ Ch8 
 
The 2030 Agenda calls for the most ambitious financing strategy for SD yet. And indeed, social 
impact investment is growing in all continents across the globe. (OECD: Social Impact Investment 
2019) 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 85. Values-Based Banking is Growing, 
with Better Financial Returns than the Largest Banks in the World (03/12/2021) 
 
In Slovenia, 2011 marks the start of two rising phenomena: of social enterprises modelled after 
European practices (3x30/No84) and a new type of knowledge-based social entrepreneurship 
“kickstarted” by young, innovative and entrepreneurial Slovenes (or usually groups of them), who 
with the help of global crowdfunding websites raise the necessary funds to see their projects realised 
– and they have had great success doing so. “Kickstarting” and the growing social impact investment 
(SII, 84) form a bridge between the “northern” economic path and the finance-based living economy 
(“west”). 
 
The growth of SII is not surprising. Since the 2008 financial crisis, a group of sustainability-focused 
banks (all members of the Global Alliance for Banking on Values - GABV), have demonstrated that 
serving the real economy, with a dedication to supporting economic, social and environmental 
impact, delivers better and more stable financial returns than those shown by the largest banks in the 
world, the Global Systemically Important Banks (GSIBs). It is striking that the conclusions of the 
research reports since 2012 through year-end 2019 fundamentally remain the same. 
 

https://www.trans-4-m.com/integral-green-book-series/integral-green-slovenia-2/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/175759
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/175759
https://www.trans-4-m.com/integral-green-book-series/integral-green-slovenia-2/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/177145
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/177145
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The GABV banks operate in numerous markets, serve diverse needs, use distinct business models 
but share a common strategic foundation; the Principles of Sustainable Banking. Their strength: the 
commitment to serve their clients and communities. 
 
https://www.gabv.org/the-impact/research/real-economy-real-returns-research 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 86. Sustainability Leads to Better 
Financial Performance and Triodos Bank Transforming the Banking System 
 
The data are clear: the business case for values-based banking is compelling. The societal, 
environmental, and financial benefits of ‘doing good’ are not limited to values-based banks and 
banking cooperatives of the GABV alliance (3x30/No85). Research co-sponsored by the GABV, the 
European Investment Bank, and Deloitte indicates that for the largest 100 commercial banks by 
market capitalisation, as of September 2018, strong performance on sustainable materiality issues 
leads to better financial performance relative to returns to investors. Claims that a focus on social and 
environmental objectives lowers shareholder returns are not borne out by the evidence. 
 
One of the world’s most sustainable banks is Triodos Bank N.V., based in the Netherlands, founded 
in 1980, and also a founding member of GABV (https://www.triodos.com/). Initially an 
anthroposophical initiative, honouring Rudolf Steiner’s (see also No03) approach to banking, later 
expanded its philosophical foundations. As of 2020, the bank has 728,000 customers worldwide and 
they also influence the banking sector to become more transparent, diverse, and sustainable. 
 
Triodos Bank uses a three-tier approach to making lending and investment decisions. It starts with 
evaluating the content of an activity and focuses on its sustainable impact (positive social, 
environmental, and cultural change), followed by the question ‘Is it viable?' and 'Is the idea rooted in 
society – is it supported by those around the entrepreneur?' 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 87. Interface (US) and Pipistrel (Slovenia) 
as Business Models of the “Western” Living Life-Based Economy (05/12/2021) 
 
Sustainability leads to better financial performance: If the professional judgment in the evaluation 
process is correct, financial and social profit should follow almost automatically (3x30/No85&86; 
No86 available on http://integralna-zelena-slovenija.si/files/3x30_No86.pdf). It is not surprising, 
then, that more and more companies with conventional ownership and management models are 
transforming sustainability into a competitive advantage. 
 
Interface, Inc., the US-based global manufacturer of commercial flooring, founded by Ray Anderson 
(www.interface.com), has excelled in sustainable rankings and surveys for several years. It is also 
recognised as the sust. enterprise role model in the “western” integral realm (No12, 41, 46). 
Spearheading in environmental sustainability (program Mission Zero, from mid-90s), Interface, 
according to Lessem & Schieffer, calls for the redesign of commerce itself: it nurtures human and 
natural capital (Earth) as much as it has traditionally cared for financial capital.  
https://www.trans-4-m.com/transformation-innovation-book-series/integral-economics/ 
 
In Slovenia, the showcase for the living life-based economy is the remarkable case of the Pipistrel 
group (https://www.pipistrel-aircraft.com/), a world leader in ultra-light aircraft design and 

https://www.gabv.org/the-impact/research/real-economy-real-returns-research
https://www.triodos.com/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/178960
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/178960
http://integralna-zelena-slovenija.si/files/3x30_No86.pdf
http://www.interface.com/
https://www.trans-4-m.com/transformation-innovation-book-series/integral-economics/
https://www.pipistrel-aircraft.com/
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construction. Founded by Ivo Boscarol, it demonstrates how to combine the highest technological 
standards with an uncompromising commitment to the environment and a dedication to social 
responsibility. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 88. CSR in the “Western” Economic Path 
and Social Responsibility (SR) Promoted by IRDO – the HORUS award 
(06/12/2021) 
 
A core driver for the innovative power of Pipistrel (3x30/No87) is their commitment to R&D, while 
SR seems to provide a strong foundational philosophy and practice. 
https://www.trans-4-m.com/integral-green-book-series/integral-green-slovenia-2/ Ch10 
 
Corporate social responsibility (CSR) & Responsible business conduct (RBC) is among key themes 
on the Commission’s Industry/Sustainability website. The renewed EU strategy for CSR (2011) 
defines it as the responsibility of enterprises for their impact on society, and highlights important 
benefits of CSR and RBC for enterprises, for the EU economy, and for society. Integration of social, 
environmental, ethical, consumer, and human rights concerns into company’s business strategy and 
operations, and following the law are the key to CSR. 
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/industry_en 
 
CSR is an important potential for the “western” integral economic path. At the same time, the 
Integral Green Europe model places values of SR and sustainability in the centre, as their moral core 
(3x30/No19&20). Such a more general concept is promoted by IRDO, the Slovenian Institute for the 
development of SR (https://www.irdo.si/en/home/), i.a., through HORUS, the annual Slovenian 
award for SR. Its mission is to promote holism in thinking, innovation in working and responsibility 
in conducting Slovenian companies’, organisations’ and individuals’ activities; it is intended to 
strengthen the awareness of the meaning of SR and warn on humans’ interdependence. 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 89. Holistic Approaches for an Integral 
Green Europe: Circular Deep Demonstrations and Ecological Footprint 
(07/12/2021) 
 
The 2050 vision for an Integral Europe (IGE) sees the EU as the leading world region in the circular 
economy (CE), low-carbon economy, bio- & blue economy (3x30/No17). To achieve this goal, 
systems innovation for sustainability transitions is proposed as the most promising approach 
(No8&18&32). As a cross-cutting topic, CE is closely tied to SDGs, has a substantial mitigation 
potential and is already included in key EU and national documents. EIT Climate-KIC (CKIC) is 
delivering a systemic approach to innovation with the Deep Demonstrations initiative or “testbeds”.  
https://www.climate-kic.org/programmes/deep-demonstrations/  
On the national level, a collaboration between the Govt of Slovenia and CKIC & EIT RawMaterials 
started in 2019. The overarching project “Deep Demonstration of a Circular, Regenerative and Low-
Carbon Economy in Slovenia” is already underway. 
 
CE and other policies for a green transition will strongly contribute to the overall IGE vision (well-
being for all & a well-preserved healthy natural environment), operationalised as a modest increase 
in HDI and a significant reduction in Ecological Footprint (EF) (No09). Reduction of EF for 20 % by 
2030 is already included in Slovenian documents (e.g., Slovenian Development Strategy 2030. 

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/180511
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/180511
https://www.trans-4-m.com/integral-green-book-series/integral-green-slovenia-2/
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/industry_en
https://www.irdo.si/en/home/
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/181996
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/181996
https://www.climate-kic.org/programmes/deep-demonstrations/
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Proposals for promising sust. transition measures in this respect have been developed by national 
organisations in cooperation with the Global Footprint Network. 
http://nfp-si.eionet.europa.eu/publikacije/Datoteke/Okoljski%20odtis 
 
 
3x30 Ideas from Integral Green Slovenia: 90. Moving ahead on the Sustainability 
Path towards an Integral Green Europe: Key Messages and Information 
(08/12/2021) 
 
In 90 days (Sept 10 – Dec 8, 1 idea/day), during the Slovenian presidency of the Council of the EU, 
the Integral Green Slovenia Initiative proposed the Integral Green Europe (IGE) model. Celebrating 
our 30 years of independence, 3x30 posts to citizens of Slovenia, Europe, and the World articulate 
the Integral Worlds (IW) approach, emphasizing a dynamic balance among the centre (moral core, 
inspiration) and 4 mutually reinforcing dimensions (“worlds”). IW is applied to the urgently needed 
more holistic implementation of the 2030 Agenda and of the European Green Deal, smartly 
integrated with other EU priorities. Several cases and initiatives from Slovenia, Europe, and other 
cultures (No67–81) are included (mainly in the 2nd part of the series). 
 
The 2050 Vision of IGE (well-being for all & a well-preserved natural environment) is 
operationalised with goals for all 4 “worlds” and already supported by several EU potentials and 
policies. Alternative integral economy (11-12) paths underlying an integral paradigm shift are 
proposed, with Europe having particularly strong potential for a “northern” knowledge-based social 
economy (29–39, 60). IGE with the inclusion of “southern” and “eastern” wisdom has the potential 
to provide true global leadership in SD. 
 
All assembled posts, figures (IGE Vision & Potentials), and video (Schieffer) are available on the 
INTEGRAL GREEN EUROPE website: http://integralna-zelena-slovenija.si/en/ig-europe/.  
Additional information will follow by Dec 15. 
 
 
 

http://nfp-si.eionet.europa.eu/publikacije/Datoteke/Okoljski%20odtis
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/183382
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/8/proposals/183382
http://integralna-zelena-slovenija.si/en/ig-europe/
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